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NEITHER TO THE BEST, NOR 
yetto the worſt; but to the common ſort of = 
WonmEzn, 
V ſing with my felfe being idle, and hazing lit- 
tleeaſe to paſſe the time withall; and 1 being 
in agreat choller againſt ſome women,1 meane 


more then one; And ſo in the 7 of my 


fury, taking my penne in band to beguile the 
time withall; indeede 1 might haue imployed my ſelfe to bet- 
ter ſe, then in ſuch an idle buſineſſe, and it were better to 
pocket wp 4 peliing ininrie then to extangle my ſelfe with ſuch 
wermine : for thu 1 know, that becauſe women are women, 
therefore many will doe that in an howre, which they many 
times will repent all their whole life time after; yet for any 
iniurie which 1 haze receiued of them, the more 1 conſider of 
it, the leſſe 1 eſteemee of the ſame. Yet perhaps ſome may ſay 
wnto mee, that Thane ſought for henty and caught the Bee by 
the tayle, or that 1 haue beene bit or finng with ſome of theſe 
Waſpes, otherwiſe 1 could never haue beene expert in bewray- 
ing their qualities : for the Mother would nener hane ſought 
her Daughter in the Oxen, but that ſhee was there her ſelfe. 
Indeede 1 muſt confeſſe, 1 have beene 4 traucler theſe thirty 
and odde yeares and many trauellers line in diſdaine of women, 
the reaſon is, for that their affettions are ſs poyſened with the 
hainous emis of onconſtant women, which they happen to be 
«quainted with in their trauailes : for it doth ſo cloy their fto- 
A2 mackes, 
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mackes, that they cenſure hardly of women ener afterwards : 
wronged men will not be tongue-tyed : therefore if you doc ill, 
you muſt not thinks to heare well; for although the world be 
bad, yet is is not come to that paſſe, that men ſhould beare with 
all the bad conditions that are in ſome women. 

I know 1 ſhall be bitten by many, becauſe 1 touch mary: but 
before 1 goe any further, let mee whiſper one word in your 
eares, and that i this; whatſoener you thinke priuately, 1 wiſh 
Jon to conceale it with ſilence, leſt im ſtarting op to finde full, 
Jou prone your ſelues guilty of theſe monſtrous. accuſations , 
which are here following againft ſome women; and thoſe which 


ſpurne f they feele themſelues touched, proue themſelues flarke | 
fooles in bewraying their galled backes to the world : 


or this 
Booke toucheth no ſort of women, but ſuch as when they heare 
it, will got about to reproue it. For elibough in ſome part of 
this Booke, I trip at your heeles,yet will I ſtay you by the hand, 
ſo that you ſhall not fall farther then you are willing; although 
1 deale with you after the manner of a jhrew, which cannat 
otherwiſe eafe her curſt heart but by her onhappy tongue: If 1 
be tos earneſt, beare with me 4 little, for my meaning is wot to 
ſpeake much of thoſe that are g004,and 1 ſhal ſpeake too little of 
thoſe that are naught; but yet 1 will not altogether condemne 
the bad;bat hoping to better the good by the naughty examples 
of the bad + for there is no woman ſo good, out hath one idle 
part or other in her, which may be amended; for the cleareſt 
river that s hath ſome durt in the bottome : Jewels are all 
precious,but yet they are not all of one price;nor 4ll of one wer- 
tuc:gold is not all of one picture, no more are women all of one 
diſpeſition;women are all neceſſary enils: and yet not all ginen 
to wickedneſſe, and yet many ſo bad, that in my conceit, if 1 
fhowld ſpeake the worſt that 1 know by ſome women, 1 ſpould 


wake 


OO. _ VOY. AV. all 


y 


4 YPTED - wePRETS 4 7; 


FA” - ov 0 roo. 3a 
wb i = « 


[ 


R 
: 


O tne Reader, 
make their eares glow that heare mee, and my tongue wonld 
bliſter to report tt : but it is 4 great diſcredit for 4 man to be 
accounted for a ſcold, for ſcoldirty is the manner of ſbrewes ; 
therefore 1 had rather anſwere them with filence which fine 

awlt, then ſtriue to win the Cucking ſloole from them, Now 
mee thinkes I heare ſome curious Dames giue their raſhindge- 
wents,Cr ſay that 1 baning no wit, deſcant pon women which 
hane more wit then men.To anſwere you againe, If 1 belye yeu 
indoe mee nkinae; but if 1 ſpeake the truth 1 ſhall be the bet- 
ter beleeued another time : and if 1had wrote nener ſo well. 
is impoſſible to pleaſe all and if newer ſoill, yet 7 ſhall pleaſe 
ſome. Letit be well or ill, I looke for no praiſe for my labour; 
1 am wean'd from my mothers teat, and therefore neuer more 
to be fed with her pap: wherefore ſay what you will, for 1 will 
follow my owne weme in nfolding enery pleat, and ſhewing 
ewery wrinckle of a womans diſpoſution, and yet 1 will not wade 
ſo farre ouer the ſhoves,but that 1 may returne dry,nor ſo farre 
in,but thit 1 may eaſily eſcape owt : awd yet for all that, 1 muſt 
confeſſe my ſelfe to be in fault, and that 1haue offended you 
beyond ſatisfatFion, for it is hard to giue a ſufficient recoms- 
pence for a ſlaunder; and yet hereafter, if by meanes 1cannot 
obtaine your fauour to be oxe of your Pul-pit men, yet you can- 
not denic mee to be one of your Pariſh; and therefore if you 
pleaſe but to place mein the body of the Charch hereafter, you 
ſhall finde my deuotion ſogreat, towards you, as bee that knee- 
leth at the Chancell dore: for 1 wrote this booke with my hand, 
but not with my heart. 
Indeed when 1 firft began to write this booke jy wits were 
one 4 woo!-pathering in ſo much that in a manner forgetting 
my ſelfe,and ſo in the rough of my fury, 1 vowed for ener to be 
an open enemy onto women, but when my fury was 4 little 
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-paſt;2 began to conſider the blaſphemy of this infamons Booke 


againſt your ſexe; 1 then tooke my pen , andcut him in twen- 
ty pieces, and had it not oeene for hurting my ſelfe, 1 would 
haue cut my owne fingers which held the pen : dr furthermore 
for 4 pennance 1 doe craue that my ſelfe may be a tudge againſt 
my ſelfe;but yet aſſure your ſelues, ;h all enils 1 will chooſe the 
leaſt, wherefore I chooſe rather to beare a faget then burne by 
the fagot; you may perceine the winde i turned into another 
deore,and thu 1 begin to be Sea-ſicke, and yet not paſt halfe 4 
wile on the ſalt water, and that my month hath witered that 
in my fury which my beart neuer thought, and therefore 1 
rf that my tomgue hath gowe beyond my wits: for 1 doe ſur- 
miſe,that the ſauce which 1 Fn made, is too ſharpe for your 
dyet, and the flowers which 1 haue gathered are too ſtronz for 
your noſes; but if 1 had bronght little dogs from Iceland, or 


fine glaſſes from Venice,then 1 am ſure that you would eyther 
haue wooed mee to haue them, or wiſhed to ſee them. But 1 


will heare concluae this firſt Epiſtle, praying you with patience 
to heare the reſt: for if 1 offend you at firftl, I will make you 
amends at the laſt : and ſo 1leaue you to him whoſe ſeat is in 
Heawen,and whoſe foote-ffoole is the Earth. 
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To the Reader. 


Reade it if you pleaſc,and like as you liſt : neither to the 
wiſeſt Clarke, nor yer to the Rtarkeſt Foole, but vnto 
the ordinary ſort of giddy- headed young men, I lend 
this greeting. | 


F thow meane ts ſee the Beare-bayting of Women, then 
Je zo this Beare-garden apace, and get inbetimes, and 
view enery roome where thou mayeſt beſt ſit for thy owne 
pleaſure profit,and hearts eaſe,and beare with my rudeneſſejf 
1 chance to offend thee, But before 1 doe open this trunke full 
of torments againſt women, 1 thinke ut were not amiſſe to re. 
ſemble thoſe which in old time did ſacrifice to Hercules , for 
they wſed cominuaily fir(t to whip all therr dogges out of their 
Cittit;and ſo 1 thinke it were not ami(ſe to drine all the women 
out of my hearing, for doubt leſt thu little ſparke kindle into 
ſach a flame, and raiſe ſo many flinging Hornets humming 4 
bout my eares, that all the wit 1 hane will not quench the one, 
nor quiet the other : for 1 feare that 1 haue ſet downe more 
then they will like of, and yet a great deale leſſe then they de- 
ſerue : and for better proofe, I refer my ſelfe to the iudgement 
of men,which haue more experience then my ſclfe, far 1 efteeme 
little of the malice of women, for meu will be perſwaded with 
reaſon, but women mnſt be anſwered with filence, for 1 know 
women will barke more at me, then Cerberus the two headed 
dog did at Hercules, when he cane into Hell to fetch out the 
faire Prolerpina : and yet 1 charge them not now but with 4 
Bul-ruſh in reſþedt of a ſecond Booke which is almoſt ready : 1. 
doe now but + van them with falſe fire, but my next charge 
foal be with weapons, and my larum-with powder and oY” :, 
or- 
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T he Epiſtle, &c. 


for then we will goe pon theſe venemors Adders, Serpents, 
and Snakes,and tread and tramplethem onader onr fecte ; for 
1 haue knowne many ſtung with ſome of theſe Scorpions, and 
therefore Iwarne all men to beware the Scorpion. 1 know 
women will bite the lip at mee, and cenſure hardly of me, but 
1 feare not the curſt Cow, for ſhe commonly hath ſhort hornes: 
let thems cenſure of me what they will, for 1 meane not tomake 
** them my Tndges, and if they ſhoote their ſpite at mee, they may 
 bitthemſelues,and ſo I will ſmile at them as at the foolſh Flye, 
which burneth her ſelfe in the candle. And ſo friendly Reader, 
if chyw haſt any diſcretion at all, thoutmayeſt take. a happy ex- 
ample by theſe moſt laſciuions, gr crafty ,whoriſh gheenh, and 
knaujfh women which were the cauſe of this my idle time ſpen- 
ding ; and yet I haue no warrant t# make thee beleene thus 
which 1 write to be true, But yet the ſimple Bee gathereth He- 
ney where the wenerwi Spider duh ber peyſon. Aud ſo 1 will 
conclude, leſt thou hane caaſe to ſay, that my Epiſtles are lon- 
ger then my Booke : a Booke 1 may call it 1 hope without of= 
.» fence : for the Collier cals bis Horſe a Horſe, and the Kings 
great Steed is but 4 Horſe. © *© IY/ JV 1 
"1f thou read but the beginning of a Booke, thou canſt giue no 
indgement of that which enſucth : therfore 1 ſay as the Fryer, 
whointhe midſt of his 'Sermon ſaid often, that the beſt was 
bebimdes. Aud ſo.if thou read it allpuer thou ſhalt not be del 
ded, for the beſt is behinde. T thinke I haue ſhot Toweare the 
white, that: ſonve will account me for a good Archer : And ſo 
1 pray thee to-lligke:,othy feete, that thog runne not ouer thy 
ſoooes, and; jo be paſbreconery before my ſecond Booke come. 


Thy. friend 
TJeſehh Swetnam. 
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This firſt Chapter ſheweth to what vſe Women were made, it 


alſo ſheweth that moſt of them degenerate from the ſe they : - 


were framed onto, by leading a proud, lazie , and idle life, 
to the great hinderante of their poore Husbands. 


y EZ Oſcs deſcribeth a Woman thus: Ar 
| N the firſt beginning (ſaith he) a Wo- 
f| LA\man was made to be a helper vnto 
Re man, and fo they are indeede ; for 
& (he helpeth to ſpend and conſume 
7 5 that which man painetully getteth. 
I FS He alſo ſaith, that they were made 
of the rib of a man, and that their 
froward nature fheweth ; for a rib is a crooked thing, 
good for nothing elſe, and women are crooked by na- 
ture: fora ſma!l occaſion will cauſe them to be angry. 

Apaine, tn a manner, thee was no ſooner made, but 
ſtraight-way her minde was fer vpon miſchiete : for by 
her aſpiring minde and wanton will, ſhe quickly procu- 
red mans fall, and therefore ever fince they are and haue 
beenea woe vnto man, and follow the line- of their firſt 
leader. 

For I pray you let vs conſider the times paſt, with the 
time preſent ; firſt,that of David and Salomon, it they had 
occalion ſo many hundred yeares agoe ro exclaime fo 
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bitterly againft women, for the one of them ſaid, that it 
was better to b2 a doore-keeper,and better dwell in a den 
amongſt Lyons, then to bein the houſe with a froward 
and wicked woman : and the other ſaid, that the climing 
vp of a ſandy hill to an aged man was nothing ſo weart- 
ſome,as to be troubled with a froward woman ; and fur- 
ther he ſaid, that the malice of a beaſt .is not hke the ma-- 
lice ot a.wicked woman, n2r that there.is.-nathing more 
dangerous thzn a woman in her tury. 
he Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare being 
robbed of her young ones, the Viper being trod on, all 
theſe are nothing fo terrible as the fury of a woman. - A. 
Bucke may be.incloſed in a Parke, a bridle rules a horſe, 
a Wolfe, may be tied, a.Tiger-may be tamed : but a fro-, 
ward woman will neuer be ramed, no ſpur will make her 
oe, nor no bridle will hold her backe : for if a woman 

Fold an opinion,no man can draw her from it: tell her of 
her fault,{he will not þelecuerthat (he is in any fault: giue 
her good counſell bur {he will not takeit; if you doe but 
lookeafcer another woman, then ſhe will be icalous, the 
more thou loueſt her,the more {he will diſdaine thee;and 
if thou threaten her,then ſhe will be angry; fatter her,& 
then ſhe will be proud;and if thou forbeare her,it maketh 
her bold,and if thou-chaſten her, then ſhe will turne to a 
Serpent; at a word,a woman will neuer forget an iniury, 
nor give thanks for a good turne. : what wiſe man then 
will change gold for drofle, pleaſure for paine, a quiet 
life, for wrangling brawics, from the which married men 
are neu:zr free ? | 

Salomon (aith, that women are like vnto.wine, for that 
they will make men drunke with their devices. 


Apaine, 
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& Apaine,in their louea woman is compared toa Pom- 
Mmis-ltone, for which way ſocuer you turne a Pommis- 
ſtone,it is full of holes ; euen ſo are womens hearts, for if 
loue ſteale in at one hole, it ſteppeth out at anorher, 

They are alſo compared vnto a painted {hippe, which 
ſeemeth faire outwardly, and yet 1s nothing bur ballace 
wichin her; or to the Idols in Spine, which are brauely 
gilt outwardly,and yer nothing bur lead within themzor 
like vnto the Sea, which at ſometimes is ſo calmethat a 
cock-bote may lately endure her might, but anon againe 
with outrage the is ſo growne, that itouerwhelmerh the 
talleſt ſhip thatis. 

A troward woman is compared to the wind, and a ſtill 
woman vnto the Sunne:for the Sunne and the wind met 
a traueller vpon the way,and they Jaid a wager, which of 
them ſhou'd ger his cloake from him firſt ; then firſt the 
wind began boyſterouſly to blow, but che morethe wind 
did blow, the more che traueller wrapped and gathered 
his cloake about himznow when the wind had done what 
he could,and was neuer the neerer,then began the Sunne 
gently to [hine vpon aim,and he threw off, avt oneiy his 
cloake, bur aiſo bis hat and ierkin : this Morall ſheweth 
that a woman with high words can get nothing at the 
hands of ber huſband,neither by froward meanes,but by 
gentle and faire mecanes (hee may get his hearr-bloud to 
doe her good. 

As women are compared vnto many things, euen ſo 
many and many more troubies commeth galloping after 
the heeles of a woman,thart young men before hand doe 
not thinke of;for the world is not made all of Oat-meale, 
nor all is not gold that gliſtereth,nor the way to Heauen 
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is not ſtrewd with ruſhes,nor moreis the cradle of eaſe in 
a womans lap. If thou wert a Seruant or in bondage be- 
fore, yet when chou doeſt marry,-thy. toyle is never the 
neerer ended, for euen then and not before, thou doelt 
change thy golden time for a drop of hony, which pre- 
ſently aſterwards turneth to beas bitter as wormwood, 

Yet there are many young men-which cudgell their 
wits, and beat their braines, and ſpend all their time in 
the loue of women, & if they ger a ſmile or bur a favour 
at their, Loues hand, they ftraight-way are fo rauiſhed 
with ioy,yca ſo much, that they thinke they haue gotten 
God by the hand, but within a while after they will finde 
that they baue but che Diuell by:the foor, A man may 

eraily ſpeake of women, that for the moſt part thon 
alt finde them diſlembling iti'their-deeds,and in al their 
ations ſubtil! and dangerous for men to dcale withall : 

, for their faces are jyres, their; beauries are baites, their 
lookes are nets,aud their words charmes,and all to bring 
Men to rule _,  -- | 

There is an old ſaying goeth thys, that he which hath 
a faire wife, & a white horſe, ſhall heuer be without trou- 

| bles;for a woman that hath a faire tace,it is ever matched 

Le: witha cruell kcart, and the heauecnly lookes with heiliſh 

*% , thoughts, their modeſt coutttenance with mercilefſe 

11" mindesfor women can both fmooth and ſooth: they are 

if ſo cunning in the art of flattery,as if they had bin bound 

is /i\th Prentice-to the trade ; they haue Sirens ſongs to allure 

\' .- thee,andXerxes cunning to inchant thee:they beare two 

| tongues in one mouth like 7#dzs, and two hearts in one 
breſt like Aag4,the one full-of ſmiles, and the other full 
of frownes,and all ro deceiuethe ſimple and plaine-mea- 

| ning 


batt. : 
w08 
” : +." 


2 ae AKIN EY ILL SBE -a- IgG, 
m - © - - ; 8 a © - - C 


Pay. 
[0 my 4 


4.4 
+73 


5 
ning man : they can with the S2yre out of one mouth 
blow both hot and cold. ; 

And whar of all this?why nothing, but to tell thee that 
2 woman is better loſt then found ; betrer forſaken then 
taken. Saint Paul (ith, that they which marry, doe well, 
but he alſo ſaith, that they which marry nor, doe better: 
and he nodoubt was well aduiſed what he ſpake.Then,if 
thou be wiſe, keepe thy head our of the halter, and take 
heede before thou haue cauſe ro curſe thy hard penny- 
worth, or wilh the Prieſt ſpeechlefſe which knit the knot, 

The Philoſophers which liued in the oldetime, their 
opinions were ſo hard of marriage, that they neuer de- 
lighted therein, for one of rhem being asked why hee 
married aot ? he anſwered that it was too ſoone; and af- 
terwards when he was old, he was asked the ſame queſti- 
on, and he ſaid then thar it was too late : and further he 
ſaid, that a married man hath but two good dayes to be 
looked for,that was, the marriage day, and the day of his 
wines death : for a woman will feed rhee with hony,and 
poyſon thee with gall. Diogenes was ſo'dogged, thar hee 
abhorred all women, and 4»u2u/{#s wilhed, that he had 
lined wife'efle, and dycd chi'delcſle. 

On a time one asked Socrates, whether he were better 
to marry,or to liue lingle ? and he made anſ{were z which 
ſoever thou doeſt, it will repent thee:for if thou marrieſt 
not, then thou wilt live diſcontented, and dye withour 
ifſue, and ſo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſeſſe thy goods : 
and it thou doeft marry,thou ſhalt haue continuall vexa- 
tions, her dowry will be often caſt in thy dilh, if ſhe doe 
bring wealchwith her : againe,it ſhe complaine, then ber 
kinstolke wilkbend the browes,& her mother will ſpeake 
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her pleaſure by thee: and if thou marrieſt onely'for faire 
lookes, yet thou mayelt hap to goe without them, when 
thou lookeſt for them : and if thou marrieſt one that is 
truitfull in beating of chiloren, then will thy care bethe 
more increaſed;for little doth the father know what ſhall 
be the end of his children:and if ſhe be barren, thou wilt 
lothe her ; and if honeſt,thou wilt feare her death ; and if 
vnhoneſt, thou wilt be weary of thy life: for when thou 
haſt her,thou muſt ſupport her in all her bad aftions,and 
that will be ſuch a perperuall burden vnto thee,that thou 
hadſt even as good draw water continually to fill a bot- 
romleſle tub. 

A Gentleman on atime faid to his friend, I can helpe 
you to a good marriage for your ſonne : his friend made 
him this anſwer, My ſonne (ſaid he)ſhall ſtay till he haue 
more wit ; the Gentleman replyed againe : ſaying,it you 
marry him not before he hath wir, hee will neuer marry 
ſo long as he liuerh, | 

For a married man 1s ike vnto one arreſted, & I thinke 
that many a man would flie vp into Heauen,it this arreſt 
of marriage kept them not backe. Iris ſaid of one named 
Domettz5 that he buried three wines, and yet never wet 


- one handkercher, no nor {hed ſo much as one teare : 


alſo-Flifſes, he had a dog which loued him well,and when 
that dogge died,he wept bitterly, but he neuer fhcd one 
teare when his Wife died : wherefore if thou marrieſk 
without reſpeR, but onely for bare loue, then thou wile 
afterwards with ſorrow ſay, thaethere is more belongs 
to houſe keeping then foure bare legges ina bed. A man 
cannot liue with his hands in his boſome, nor buy meat 
in the market for honeſty without money : where there 


1s 
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isnothing but bare wals,it is a fit houſe to breed beggers 
into the world : yet there are many that thinke when 
they are married,that they may live by loue:but if wealth 
be wanting,hot loue will ſoone be cold,and your hot de- 
ſires will be ſoone quenched with the ſmoake of pouerty. 
To what end then thould wee live in loue, ſeeing it is a 
life more to be feared then death? forall thy mony waſts 
in toyes, and.is ſpent in banqueting, and all thy time in 
ſig1es and ſobs, to thinke vpon the trouble and charge 
which commonly commeth with a wite, for commonly 
women are proud without profit, and that is a good 
Purgation for thy purſe;and when thy purſe islight,then 
will thy hearc be heavy. 

The pride ot a woman is like the dropſie;for as drinke 
iacreaſeth the drough of the one, euen ſo money enlar- 
gerh the pride of the other:thy purſemuſt be alway open 
to tecde her fancy, and ſothy expences will be great,and 
yet perhaps thy gettings ſmall : thy houſe muſt be ſtored 
with coftly ſtufte, and yer perhaps thy ſervants ftarued 
for lack of meat: thou muſt diſcharge the Mercers booke 
and pay the Habcrdathers man, for her Hat mult conti- 
nually be of the new ta{[hion,& her Gowne of finer wooll 
then the (heepe beareth any : ſhe muſt likewiſe haue her 
Jewell-box turnilh«d, eſpecially it thee be beauritu!l ; for 
then commonly beautie and pride goeth together, and 
a beautifull woman is for the moſt part coſtly, and no 
good huſwite z and if lhe be a good huſwite, then no ſer» 
uant wil! abide her fierce crue ty ;, and ii ſhee be honeſt 
and chaſt,cthen commonly ſhes teaious: a Kings.crowne 
anda faire woman is deſired of many. 


But he that getrerh either of them, liveth in greattrou- 
bles 
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| bles and hazard of this life:he that getteth a faire woman 


is like .vnto a Priſoner loaden with tetters of golde : for 
thou ſhalt nor ſo oft kifle the ſweet lippes of thy beauti- 
tull wite, as thou ſhalt be driucn to tetch bitter ſighes 


from thy ſorrowtul heart,in thinking of the charge which 


commeth by her:for it thou deny her of ſuch toyes as ſhe 
ſtands not in neede of, and yet is defirous of them, then 
the wil quickly {hut thee our of the doores of her fauour, 
and denie thee her perſon,and thew her ſelfe as it were at 
a window p/aying vponthee,not with ſmal [hot,but with 
a cruell tongue {he will ring thee ſuch a peale, that one 
would thinke the Diuell were come from Hell, ſaying, 
I might haue had thoſe which would have maintained 
me like a woman, whereas now I got like no-body: but 
I will be maintained if thou wert hanged ; with ſuch like 
words ſhe will vexe thee, blubbering forth abundance of 
diſſembling teares ( for women doe teach their eyes to 
weepe) for doe but crofſe a woman, although it be neuer 
ſo little, thee will traight-way put finger in the eye and 


cry;then preſently many a fooliſh man wil flatter her and 
intreat her to be quiet : but that marres all, for the more 


ſhee is intreated, thee will powre forth the more abouri- 
dance of deceitfull tearcs, and therefore no more to be 
pittied,then to ſeea Goole goe bare-foot ; for they haue 
reares at commaund, ſo haue they words at will, and 
oathes at pleaſure; for they make as much account of an 
oath, as a Marchant doth, which will forſweare himſelfe 


' forthegetting of a penny. I neuer yet knew woman that 


would deny to {weare in defence of her own honeſty, & 
alwayes ſtand highly vpon it, a/rchough ſhee be aſha- 
med to weare it in winter for catching of cold,nor in ſum. 
mer 


_ HW apes I oy —_————_ Vo 


_ 


9 
mer for heat, fearing leſt it may melt away. » 

Many will ſay, this which I write is true, and yet they 
cannot beware of the Dwuel|,vntill they are plagued wich 
his Dam; the little Lambe skips and leapes till the Foxe 
come, but then he quiuers and ſhakes : the Beare dances 
' at the ſtake, till the dogges be vpon his backe : and ſome 
men neuer feare their money, vntill they come into the 
hands of theeues; cuen o, fan will neuer be warned, 
and thertore are not to be pittied it they be harmed:what 
are women that make thee {o greedily to gape after 
them ? Indeede,fome,thetr faces are fairer and beautiful- 
ler then others, ſome againe ſtand highly vpon their 
fine footeand hand,or elſe all women are alike; 7oxc is as 
good as my Lady, according to the Country-mans Pro- 
uerbe, who gaue a great ſumme of money to lie with a 
Lady, and going homewards, he made grieuous moane 
for his money,and one being on the other (ide the hedge 
heard him ſay, that his 79e at heme was as good as the 
Lady. But whether this be true or no, my (ele I doe nor 
know, but you haue it as | heard it. 

Ifghou marrieta woman of euill report her diſcredit 
willbe a ſpot in thy brow: thou canit not goe in the 
ſtreet with her withour mocks, nor amongſt thy neigh- 
bours without frumps;and commonly the faireſt womer 
are ſooneſt inticed to yeeld vnto vanity : he that hath a 
faire wife and a whetftone, euery one will be'whetting 
thereonzand a caftle is hard ro keepe when it is aſſanited 
by many, and faire women are commonly catched at: he 
that marrieth a faire woman,cuery one wil with his death 
to enioy her; and if thou be neuer ſo rich, and yet but a 
Clowne in condition, then will thy faire Wife hauc her 
C credit 
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credit to pleaſe her fancie; for a Diamond hath not his 
grace bur in gold, no more hath a faire woman her full 
commendations but in the ornament of her bravery, by 
which means there are diucrs women,whole beauty hath 
brought their huſbands into great pouerty and dilcredic 
by their pride and whoredome: a faire woman common- 
ly will goe like a Peacocke, and her Huſband muft goe 
like a Wood-cocke. 

That great Giant Pamphimapho, who had Bcares wai- 
ting vpon him like Dogges, and hecould make tame any 
wild beaft, yera wanton woman he could neuer rule nor 
turne to his will. 

Salomon was the wileſt Prince that ever was, yet hee 
lofted after ſo many women,that they made him quickly 
forlake his God, which did alwaies guide his ſteps,{o long 
as he lived godly. 

And was not Dauid the beſt bcloned of God, and a 
mighty Prince? yet for the loue of women he purchaſed 
the diſpleaſure of his God. Sampſon was theſtrongeiſt man 
that ever was;for cncry lock of his head was the ftrength 
of another man, yet by a woman he was overcome; hee 
renealed his trengthto her,& payed his life for that folly, 
Did not 1eſabell for her wicked luſt cauſe her huſbands 
bloud to be giuen to dogges? o& 

* Tobs wife gaue herhufband counſell to blaſpheme God 
and to curſe him, 

Agamemmons wife for a ſmall injury that her buſband 
did her,ſhe firſt committed adultery, andafterwardscon- 
ſented to his death, ©? 21786fil 

Allo the wife of Hercules, (he gaue her huſband a pey- 
foned ({hirt, whichwas no ſooner en his A” » 
| cke 
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Ricke (a faſt,that when hee would have plucked it off, it 
tore the fleſh with it, 

If thou wilt auoyd theſe euils, thou muſt with Yiiſes 
binge thy felfe ro rae mall of the (hip, as he did or elle it 
would hue coft him his life; for otherwiſe the Syrentian 
women would haue intiſed him into the Sea, if hee had 
not ſo done. 

Ic is ftrange to ſee the mad feates of women; for they 
will be now merry,then again ſad;now laugh,then weep; 
now ſicke,then preſently whole; al things which like noe 
them are naught, and if it be acuer {o bag, if it like them, 
It 15 excellent:againe, it is death for women to be denied 
the thing which they demand, and yer they will deſpiſe 
things giuen vnasked. 

When a woman wanteth any thing, thee will flatter 
and ſpeakefaire, not much vnlike the flatreriag Butcher, 
who gently clawerh the Oxe, when hee intendeth ro 
knocke him on the head: but the thing being once obtai- 
ned,and their delires gained, then they will begin to-look 
bigge, and anſwere ſo ſtately, and ſpeake ſo ſcornefully, 
that one would imagine they would neuer ſeek help, nor 
craue comtort at thy hand any more. But a woman is 
ficly compared co a (hip, which being neuer ſo well rig- 
ged,yet onething or other is to be amended:euen fo,giue 
a woman al tha ſhe can demaund to day, yet thee wil be 
out of reparations to morrow; and want one thing or 0« 
ther. 

Women are called night-Crowes, for taat commonly 
in the night they wil! make requzſ for ſuch toyes as 
comm*th in their heads in the day : Women know 
their time to worke their craft, tor in the night they will 
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worke a man like waxe, and draw him like as the Ada- 


- mant doth the [ron,and hauing once brought him tothe 


bent of cher bow, then ſhe makes requeſt for a Gowne 
of the new tathion ſtuffe : or for a Petticore of the fineſt 
ſtamm<l!:or tor a Hat ofthe neweſt faſhion. Her huſband 
being overcome by her flattering ſpeech , partly hee 
yeeldeth to her requeſt, although it be a griefe to him, for 
that he can hardly ſpare it out of his ſtock; yer for quict- 
netle ſakc, he doth promiſe what ſhe demandeth, partly 
becauſe he would ſleepe quietly in his bed : againe every 
married man knoweth this, that a woman will never be 
quiet, if her minde be ſet vpon a thing, till ſhe hane it. 

Now, it thou driue her off with delayes, then her fore- 
head will be (6 full of trownes, as if ſhee threatned to 
make ciubs trumpe, and thou neuera blacke cardin thy 
hand: for except a woman have what ſhe will, ſay what 
ſhe lift,and goe where ſhe pleaſe,otherwiſe thy houſe will 
be ſo tull of imoake, tharc thou canſt not ſtand in it. 

Ir is ſaid,that an olde dog and a hungry flea bite fore; 
but in my minde afroward woman biteth more ſorer; 
and if chou go about to maſter a woman, haping to brin 
her to humility; there is no way to make her good wit 
ſtripes, except thou beat her to death, for doe what thou 
wilt,yet a froward woman in her frantick mood will pall, 
hale,ſweare,ſcratch and reare all that Rtands in her way. 

Whar wilt thou that I ſay more, oh thou poore mar- 
ried man ? If women doe not feele the raine, yet hcere is 
a lhowre comming which will wet them to the skinnes : 
A woman which is faire in ſkew, is fowle in condition : 
ſhee is like vn:o a glow-worme, which is bright in the 
hedge, and black in the hand; in the greeneft glaſſe y”_ 
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hid the greateſt Serpents : painted pots commonly hold 
deadly poyſon:and in the cleareſt water the vglieft Todez 
and the faireſt woman hath ſome. filthineſſe in her. 

All is not gold that gliſtereth: a ſmiling countenance 
is no certaine teſtimonial of a merry heart,nor coftly gar- 
ments of a rich purſe; men doe not commend a ludge, 
for that he weareth a Skarlet gowne,bur for his inft dea- 
ling; no moreare women to beeſtcemed of by the orna» 
ment of their brauery, but for their good behaviour, yer 
there is no riucr ſo cleare, but there is ſome durt in the 
bottome: Bur many a manin this land, we need not goe 
any further for examples , but here, wee may ſee many 
fooles in eucry place ſnared in womens nets, after a little 
familiarity and acquaintance with them : I thinke if they 
were numbred,the number would paſſe infinice,if it were 
poſſible, which for che loue of wantons haue loſt their 
voyages at Sea, to their great hinderances, and many 0+ 
ther haue neuer regarded the farre diſtance which 
hane beene from their countrey and friends, vntill they 
had conſumed their ſubftance, and then being aſhamed 
to returne home againe in ſuch bad ſort, I meane by wee- 
ping-crofle, and pennilefſe. bench, many of rhem rather 
chuſe to deſerue New-gate,and ſo come to Tiburne,farre 
contrary to the expetacion of their friends and Parents, 
which had otherwiſe prouided for them, if they had had 
grace, or would have beene ruled. 
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CHAP. 11. 


The ſecond Chapter ſheweth the manner of ſuch Women as 
lrue pon emill report : 1t alſs ſheweth that the beautie of 
Womer hauc beene the bane of many 4 man, for it hath ouer- 
come valiant and ftrong men, eloquent and ſubill men, 
And in a word it hath onercome all men, as by examples 
following ſhall appeare. 


R272) Irſt that of Salomen, vnto whom Gad gaue 
Ax fingular wit and wiſedome, yet he loued 
18 {o many women, that he quite forgot his 
Arco God, which alwaies did guide his ſteps, fo 
SIE VA longas keliued god!y, and ruled iuſtly:bur 
ater he;had glutted himſelfe wich women, then be conld 
ſay; Yamtic, of vanities, all x but anitie : He alſo in ma- 
ay places of his booke of Prouerbs exclaimes moſt bicter- 
ly againſt lewd women, calling them all that naught is, 
and alio diſplayerh their properties : and yet I cannot 
let men goe blamelc{ſe, although women goe {hame- 
leflez bur.I will couch them both: for if there were not 
receiuers, then there would not be ſo many ſtca'ers : it 
there were not ſo many Knaues, there would not be ſo 
many Whores; tor they both hold together to boulſter 
each others villany : for alwaies birds of a feather will 
flocke together, hand in hand, to bolſter each others vil- 
lanie. Men 1 fay may live without women, but women 
cannot live without men : For Yexus whoſe beauty was 
excellent taire,yet when ſhe needed a mans help, ſhe took 
Yulcan a ciub-tooted Smith ; And theretore it a w_ 
ace 
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face gliſter, and her geſtnre pierce the Marble wall, or it 
her tongue be ſo {mooth as oile, and fo ſoft as (ilke, and 
her.words ſo ſweet as honey; or if ſhe were a very Ape 
for wit, or a bagge of gold for wealth; or if her perſo- 
nage haue ſtolne away all that nature can afford, and if 
ſhe be deckt vp in gorgeous apparell, then a thouſand to 
one but lhe will loue to walke where [he may get.acquain- 
rance, and acquaintance bringeth familiarity, and fami- 
liarity ſerteth all follies abroach, and twenty ro one that 
if a woman loue gadding,but that ſhe wili pawne her ho- 
neſty, to pleaſe her fantafie. 

Man mutt beat all the coſt, and yer live by the loſle; a 
man mult rakeall the paines, and women will ſpend ail 
the gaines: a man mult watch and ward, ightanddefend, 
till rhe ground, labour in the vineyard, and looke what 
he getteth in ſeauen yeares, a woman will ſpread it abroad 
with a forke ig one yeare, and yer little enough to ſerue 
her turne,buta great deale to little to get her good will: 
nay,if thou giuc her never ſo much, and yer it thy perſo- 
nage pleaſc not her humour, then will I not giue a halte- 
penny for her bonelty art the yeares end. 

For then her b:elt will bethe harbonrer of an ennious 
heart, and her heart the fRtorchouſe of poyloned hatred, 
her head wil deuife villany, and her hands araready-to 
practiſe that which her heart deuiſerh, T hen,who can but 
lay that Women ſprung trom the Diuell, waole heads, 
hands, hearts, minde and foules arc evill ? for women are 
called the hooke of alteuill,-becauſe men are/ takem/Þy 
them, as hi lhis caken with the booke, 

For women haue a thouland waies toentiſe thee, and 
tea thouſand waies to decciue thee, and all ſuch tookes 
as 
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az are ſutors vnto them: ſomethey keepe in hand with 


promiles, and ſome they fcede with flarrery, and ſome 


they delay with dalliance, and ſome they plcaſe with 
kifles : rhey lay out the foides of their haire, to entangle 
men into their louezbetwixt their breaſts is the valley of 
deſtrultion, & intheir beds there is hell,forrow & repen- 
tance.Eagles cate not men till they are dead,but women 
deuoure them aliue:for a woman wil pick thy pocket,and 
empty thy purſe, laugh in thy face and cur thy throat : 
they are vngratefull,perjured, full of iraud, flouting and 
deceit, vnconſtant, waſpiſh, toyilh, light, ſullen, proud, 
diſcurteous and cruell, and yer they were by God crea- 
ted, and by nature formed, and therefore by policy and 
wiſedome ro be auoyded ; for good things abuſed, 


, areto beretuſed, or elſe for a moneths pleaſure (ſhe may 


hap to make thee goe ſtarke naked:{he wil giuethee roft- 
meat, but fhe will beat thee with the ſpit : if thou haſt 
crownes in thy purſe, [hee will be tay hearrs gold, vatill 
ſhe leaue thee not a whit of white money; they are like 
ſummer birds, for they will abide no ftorme, but flocke 
about thee in the prideof thy glory,and flye from thee in 
the ſtormes of aMition:for they aime moreatthy wealth 
then at thy perſon,and efteeme more thy mony, then a- 
ny mans vertuous qualities; for they efteeme of a man 
without money, as a horſe doth of a faire ſtable withour 
meate:they arc like Eagles, which will alwaies flie where 
the carion is. 

Shce will play the horſe-leach to ſuck away thy wealth, 
bur in the winter of thy miſery ſhee will flie away from 
thee; Not vnlike the Swallow,which in the ſummer har- 
boureth her ſelfe vader the cues of an houſe, and againſt 
winter 


7 
winter flieth away,lcauing nothing but dirt behinde her, 
Salomon (aith,he that will ſuffer himſelfeto be led away, 
or take delight in ſuch womens company, is like a foole 
which reioyceth when he is led to theſtockes. Pro.7. 

Heſea, by marriage with a lewd woman of light beha- 
viour,was brought into idolatry, Hoſea 1. 8. Paul accoun- 
teth fornicators lo odious,that we ought not to eate meat 
with them ; he alſo theweth that fornicators ſhall nor 
inherit the kingdome of Heauen, 1 Corinth. the g. and 
11. verle. 

And in the ſame Chapter $8, Pa#/excommunicateth 
fornicators, bur vpon amendment he receiuerh them a- 
gaine. Whoredomeis puniſhed with death, Deuteronomy 
22.21. and Geneſis 38.24. Phinehas a Prictt thruſt rwo A- 
dulterers,both the man and the woman,throvgh the bel- 
ly with a ſpeare, Numbers 25. 

God detefteth the money or goods gotten by whore- 
dome, Dewteronomy 23.17.18. Whores called by diuers 
names,and the properties of whores, Prou.7.6.and 2. A 
whore enuieth an honeſt woman, E/aras 16. and 432, 
Whoremongers God will iudge, Heb.13.and 42. They 
ſhall have their portions with the wicked,in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone. Rewelation the 21.8, 

Onely for the linne of whoredome God was ſorry at 
the heart, and repented that euer he made man, Gexe- 


ſis 6. 67. 


Saint Pasl faith, to auoyd fornication, every man may 
takea wife, 1 Corinthians the 7. 2. 

Therefore hee which hath a wife of his owne, and yet 
goeth to another woman,is like a rich Thiefe, which will 
ſteale when he hath no need, 
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There are three waies to know a whore : by her wan- 
ton lookes, by her ſpeech, and by her gate, Eccleſiaſticus 
26.and in the ſame chapter he ſaith that wemuſt not giue 
our ſtrength vnto harlots; for whores are the cuill of all 
euils,& the vanity of al vanities; they weaken the ſtrength 
of a man, and deprive the body of his beauty; it furrow- 
eth the browes, and maketh the eyes dimme; and a who- 
riſh woman cauſeth the Feauer and the Gout : andata 
word, they area great (hortning to a mans life. 

For although they ſeemeto be ſo dainty as ſweet meat, 
yet intryall not ſo wholeſome as ſowre ſauce: they have 
wit, but it is all incraft;if they loue it is vehement; bur if 
they hate, it is deadly. 

Plato ſaith, that women are either Anyels or Diuels, 
and that they either loue dearely, or hate bitterly; for a 
woman hath no meane in her loue, nor mercy in her 
hate; no pittie in reuenge,nor patience tn her angerzther- 
fore it is ſaid thatthere is nothing in-the world which 
both pleaſerh-anddiſpleaſeth a man more then a woman; 
for a woman moſtdclighterh a man, and yet moſt decei- 
veth him : foras there is nothing more ſweet vnto a man 
then a woman when (hee (mileth; euen fo, there is no- 
thing more odious then the fierce or angry countenance 
ofa woman. 

Salomon in his 20.0f Eccleſtaſtes ſaith,rchat an angry wo« 
man will tome at che moth like a Bore: if all this be trne, 
as moſt true it is, why ſhouldelt chou ſpend one houre in 
the praiſe of women, as ſome fooles doe? for ſome will 
brag of the beauty of ſuch a maid; another will vauntof 
the.brauery of ſuch a woman, that ſhe gozth beyond all 
the.women in the Pariſh : againe, ſome ſtudie their fine 
wits, 


I9 
wits, haw they may cunningly footh women, and with 
Logicke how to reaſon with them z and with Eloquence 
to perſwade themzthey are alwates tempering their wits, 
as Fidlers doe their ſtrings, who wreſt them ſo high, thar 
many times they ſtretch them beyond time, tune, and 
reaſon. 

Againe, there are many that weary themſe[ues with 
dailying,playing and ſporting with women,and yetthey 
are neuer ſatisfied with the vnlatiable defire of them ; if 
with a ſong thou wouldeft be brought a (leepe,or with a 
dance be led to delight, then a faire woman 1s fit for thy 
dyer : if thy head be in her lap,ſhe will make thee beleene 
that thou art hard by Gods ſeat, when indeed thou are 
iuſt at hell gate. 

Theodora a monſtrous ftrumpet, on a time made her 
brags to Socrates of the great haunt of luſty Gallants 
which came to her houſe, and furthermore ſhe told him 
that ſhe could ger away more of his Schollers from him, 
then he could of hers from her, 

No maruell (quorh Socrates) for thy ways ſeeme plea» 
fant and ealle,and that is the way youth loues to walk ing 
but the way that leadeth to a vertuous lite, ſcemerh full 
of brambles and bryers: And to match with this, there is 
an hiſtory that makes mention of three notable Curti- 
zans, whoſe names were Lauia, Flora & Layes : Lanta and 
Layes were home, common to all men,they would play at 
{mall game, rather then tic our ; theſe three Strumpets 
during their life time, were the beautifulleſt and aicheſt 
of that trade in the world, and had three ſeuerall gifts, 
whereby they allured their Loucrs to ſecke their fauours, 

The Engine wherewich Zia entrapped her Louers ; 
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proceeded from her eyes ; for by her ſmiling counte- 
nance, and wanton lookes, {he greatly inflamed all that 
beheld her. And Flora wai h:r loucrs by her cxcellent 
wit and eloquent tongue. And Zayesenticed ber Loners 
by her ſweet ſinging and pleaſant kngering of Inftru- 
ments of mulicke. 

But now againe to Zawa, King Demetrizs gaue but a 
glaunceof his eies ſuddenly vpon her,and was taken pre- 
ſently with her net, and ſpent eleven ta:entsof [i][uer vp- 
on her,which he had provided and appointed to pay his 
ſouldicrs : and furthermore he quite torſooke his owne 
witc, and neuer left the company of this Strumpert, vnrill 
death tooke her from him ; and after ſhe was dead, hee 
made great moane for her death ; he alſo kiſſed and em- 
braced her, and cauſed her to be buried vnder his win- 
dow ; that ſo often as he did ſee her grave, hee might be- 
waile her death. 

Zayes likewiſe had a King, whoſe name was Pirrhas, 


- which was her chicfe friend, but yet hee ſerued but as it 


were fora cloak;for he continued not very long with her 
in Greece, but went himſelfe to the warres in Italy,but in 
his abſence the was not onely ſought to, but obrained of 
many, and ſet downeher price,that before ſhe would doe 
her worke, ſhe would haue her money. 

Now to Flora, ſhe was a Kings daughter, her Parents 
died when ſhe was of the age of fifteene yeares, and thee 
was left as rich as beautifuli,ſh< had the bridle of liberty 
throwne on her necke, ſo that ſhe might runne whither 
{he would; for thee was without controulment, ſo that 
ſodainly (he determined to trauell & ſee the wars of Afri- 
ca,where (he made ale both of her perſonage and honor, 
King 
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-*King Menalays was the firſt that made loue vnto her,as 
hee was marching to the warres of Carthage, and ſpene 
more money vpon her, then in conquering his enemies. 

Batas the was of noble race,ſ(o it is (aid,that ſhe neuer 
gaue her ſclfe oner ro meane or petty company, as the 
other two did; but {hee had a ſcronle er ouer hergate, 
the tenor whereof was thus, King,Prince, Emperor or 
Bilhop, enter this pallace and welcome : neither was this 
Flora lo greedie of gold, as the other two were; for on a 
time one of her familiar friends, asked her the cauſe why 
ſhe did not make price of her love ? ſhee made this an- 
ſwere, I commit my body to none bur to Princes and 
Noblemen, and I (were there was never man gaue me ſo 
little, but that I had more then I would haue asked;or that 
I looked for; and furthermore ſhe ſaid, that a noble wo- 
man ought not to make price of her loue': all things are 
at a certaine rate,except loue, and that a woman of great 
beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed of,as ſhe eſteemes of 
her ſelfe. Shee dyed at the age of fortie yeares, and the 
wealth ſhe left behinde her in Rome, was valued to be ſo 
much, as would hanue builded new wals round about 
the Citie, if there had beene no walsatall. 

Was not that noble Citie of Troy ſacked and ſpoyled 
tor the faire Hellena? and when it had colt many mens 
lives and much bloud was ſhed, & when they had got the 
conqueſt, they got but an harlor.By this and that which 
followeth thou (halt ſee the power of women, how it hath 
beene {9 great, and more prevailed in bewitching mens 
wits, and in ouer-comming their ſenſes, then all other 
things whatſocuer. It hath not onely vanquilhed Kings 
and Keifars,but it hath alſo ſurpriſed caſtles & countries, 
D 2 nay 
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nay, what is itthat a woman cannot doe, which knowes 
her power ? 

T heretorec ſtay not alone inthe company of a woman, 
truſting to thy own chaſtity, except thou be more ftron- 
ger then Sar:pſon, more wile then Salomon,or more holy 
then Dauid ; tor thele and many more haue beene over- 
come by the {weet entiſements of women, as thou [halr 
read hereafter, 

Itis faid, that the Gods themſclues did change their 
ſhapes, for che-loue of ſuch women as they luſted alter : 
Inpiter he transformed himſelteintoa Bull, Neptune into 
a Horſe, and Mercury into a Goat, 

CAriſtipps deſired ſweet meat for his belly,and a faire 
woman tor his bed. 

But in my minde, ke that layes his net to catch a faire 
woman, hee may chance to fall into the ſprindge which 
was layd for a Woodcocke : therefore I doe admonilh 
young men, and I adviſe old men, and I counſell ſimple 
men, and ] warne all men, thatthey fly from a wicked 
woman,as from the peſtilence, or elſe the will make thee 
flye in the cnd, 

Ariſtoile,tor keeping company with a quean in Athens, 
was faine to runne away, to ſaue himſclte from puniſh- 
mentzand yet he had dwelt there,and wrotemany books 
for the ſpace of thirty yeeres. 

Again Sampſon and Hercules for all their great firength 
and conqueſt of Giants and Monſters,yet the one yeeld- 
ed his club at Diaveras foote, and the other reuealed bis 
ſtrength to Da{lah,and paid his lite for his folly. 

The ſugred and renowned Orators Demoſthenes and 
Hortenſins, the one came from Athens vnto Corinth, to 
compound 
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compound and agree with Zayzes a common ſtrumpet,as 
you heard before of her, and yet he had but one nights 
lodging with her. And the other was ſo farre in love with 
another bird of the lame cage, the which hee could nor 
obtaine,nor yet could he conquer his afteion, vntill hee 
had quite pined himſelfe away, {o that in ſhort time hee 
had waited himſclte to nothing. 

Plato, for all his great Philoſophy and knowledpe, yet 
he kept company with A4rchenaſ/ſe when (he was old, and 
forſaken of all her Louers:tor ſhe had giuen her ſelte to a 
number in her youtb,yet neuertheletle Plato (o loued her, 
that he wrote many verles in commendation of her. 

Alſo Socrates for his grauity and wiledome is renow- 
ned thr oughour: all the world, yet he moſt dearely loued 
CAlpaſy, an old and over-worne Strumpet. 

Loue ſtayed King Antiochus in Calcidea a whole winter, 
for one maide that he fancied there, ro his great hinde- 
rance, 

Loue ſtayed King Hannibal in Capua a long ſeaſon, lay- 
ing all other his neceflary affaires altde,the which was no 
{mail hinderance to him; for in the meane while his enc- 
mies inuaded a great part of his Countrey. 

Likewitc 1#/#s Ceſar, he continued in Alexandria a 
long ſeaſon, not for the loue of one, but hee lulted atter 
many, to his greatinfiamy and diſgrace. 

That great Captaine Holofernes, whoſe ſight made ma« 
ny thouſands to quake, yer he loſt his life and was (laine 
by a woman. 

Was not Herods loue ſo great to a woman, that he cau- 
{ed 1ohn B iptiſt to loofe his head for her ſake ? 

Wheretore to auoid the light, many times is the - 
ralor. 


| 24 
raſor,to cut off the occaſion of the evill which commeth 


by women : For had not Holoferyes leene the beauty of 


Tudith,and marked the finenetle of her foote, he had not 
loit his head by her. It Herod had not ſcene Herodias 
daughter daunce, he had not ſoralhly granted her Saine 
Tohn Baptiſts bead. Had not Ewa (eene the Apple, and al- 
lo the was tempted with the beauty of the Serpent, who 
as our Schoole-men doe write, that he ſhewed himſelfe 
like a faire yong man z but had not the ſeene it,I ſay, the 
had notecaten thereof,to her own griete and many more. 
By ſight,the wite of P#tjphay was moucd to luſt after her 
ſeruant Jſeph. It is ſaid of Semiramys of Babylon,that af- 
tcr her huſbands death, ſhe waxed ſo vnſartiable in car- 
nall luſt, that two men at one time could not ſatisfie her 
defire, and fo by her vnſatiablenefle, at length all Perfia 
grew full of whores. 

Andlikewiſe of one Yezi/e a ſtrumpet in Cipris,it is ſup- 
poled,that by her tame and ill lite,the cauſed all Cipris at 
length to be tull otqueanes. 

And of one faire Redape in Egypt, who was the firſt 
noted woman in that Country, but at length all the 
whole Country became full of Strumpets. 

It is not ſtrange, that the ſeed of one man ſhould breed 
{uch woe vnto all men ? 

One ſaid vnto his friend, Come,let vs goe ſee a pretty 
wench. The other made this anſwere ; I have, ſaid he, 
ſhaken ſuch fetters from my heeles, and I will neuer goe 
where I know I ſhall repent afterwards : but yer bappily 
ſome may ſay vnto me, It thou (houldeſt refuſe the com= 
pany orthe curteſie of a womanzthen ſhe would account 


thee a ſofr-ſpirited foole, a milke-ſop, and a meacocke. 
But 
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But alas fond foole,wilt thou more regard their babble 
then thine owne bliſſe? or efteeme more their frumps, 
then thine owne welfare? doſt rhou not know that Wo- 
men alwayes ſtrive againſt wiſedome, although many 
times it be to their vtter ouerthrow? Like the Bee which 
is ofcen hure with her owne hony; euen ſo women are 
often piagued with their owne conceit, waighing downe 
loue wich difcourtelie,giuing him a weed, which preſents 
them with flowers: as their catching in ieſt, and their 
keeping in earneſt,and:yet the thinkes chat the keepes her 
ſelfe blamelefle, and id all ill vices thee would goe names» 
lefle : burif ſhee carry ic neuer lo cleane, yet 1n the end 
{hee will be counted but for a cunny-carching queane : 
and yet ſhe will ſyeare that ſhe will thriue, az long as the 
can finde one man aliue : for {hee thinkes to doe all her 
knauery inuilible;(he will have a figge-leafe ro couer her 
{hame;burt when th? fig-leate is dry and withered,it doth 
ſhew their nakedneſle ro the world. Fortake away their 
painted cioathes, and then they looke like ragged wals : 
take away their ruftes, and they looke ruggedly : their 
coytes and ſtomachers, and they are [imple to behold : 
their hayre vntruſt,and they looke wildely,and yet there 
are many waich /ay their nets to catch a pritty wo- 
man, but hee which getreth ſuch a prize, gaines nothing 
by his aduenture, but ſhame to the body, and danger to 
the ſoulez tor the heate of the young bloud of thele wan- 
tons, lcads many vnto deſtruction tor this worids plea- 
ſure. It inchants your mindes and entfeebleth your bo- 
dics with dilcaſes, it alſo ſcandalleth your good names, 


butmolt of all, it indangereth your ſoules. How can it 


otherwiſe chooſe, when luſt and vncleanneſle continually 
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keepethem company, gluttony and ſloath ſerueth them 
at the table, pride and vaine-glory apparelleth them; bur 
- thefe ſeruants will waxe weary of their ſeruice, and in the 
end they (hall haue no other ſervants to attend them, but 
onely ſhame, griete and repentance : but then, oh then, 
(you will ſay)when it is too late;Oh would to God that 
wee had beene more caretnll of true glorious modeſtie, 
and lefle cunning to keepe wantons company!Oh there- 
fore remember, and rhinke beforehand , that cuery 
ſweet hath his ſowre:then buy not with a, drop of hony 
a gallon of gall. Doe nor thinke that this worlds pleaſure 
will paſſe away with a trifle, and that no ſooner done, but 
preſently forgotten: No,no,anſ{were your ſelues,that the 
puniſhment remaineth eternally, and therefore better it 
were to be an addle eppe, then aid ill bird. For wee-are 
not borne for our ſe]ues to live at pleaſure, but to take 
paincs,and to labour for thegood of our Countrey, yet 
ſodelightfuil is the preſent ſweetnefle, that we neuer re- 
memver the following fowre: for youth is too-too ealily 
wonne and ouercome with the worlds vanities : Oh, roo 
ſoone (1 iay) is youth in the bloſſomes deuoured with 
the Caterpillers of foule luſt and laſciuious defires. The 
blacke Fiend of Hell, by his inticing ſweet finneof luſt, 
drawes many young wits to contukon : for in time it 
drawes out the heart-bloud of your good names,and that 
being once loſt, is neuer gotten againe, 

Againe, Luft cauſerh you to doe ſuch foule decdes, 
which makes your fore- heads for cuer afterwards ſeeme 
ipotted with blacke ſhame and everlaſting infamy, by 
which meanes, your graues after death are Foleg vp'with 
times ſcandall. And yet women arecalily woocd, and 
ſoone 
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ſoone won, got withan Apple, and loſt with the paring: 
young wits are ſoone corrupted, womens bright beau- 
ties breede curious thoughts ; and golden gitts ealily 
ouercome wanton deſires, with changing modeſty into 
paſtimes of vanity,and being once delighted therein,con- 
tinuein the ſame without repentance : you areonely the 
peoples wonder,and raisfortunes banding ball,toſt vp & 
downe the world with woe vpon woezyea.,ten thouſand 
woes will be galloping hard at your heeles, and purſue 
you whereſocuer you goe : tor thole of ill report cannot 
iong ſtay in one place, but rome and wander about the 
world, and yet cuer vnfortunate, proſpering in nothing, 
forſaken and caſt out of all civill companies, ſtill in feare 
left Authority with the ſword of Tuitice barre them of li- 
berty.Loethus your liucs are deſpiſed, walking like night- 
Owles in miſcry,and nao comtorrt ſhall be your triend,but 
onely Repentance comming too late, and ouer-deare 
bought. A penance and puniſhment due toall ſuch hated 
creatures as theſe are. 

Therefore belecue all you vnmarried wantons, and in 
beleeuing grieue, that you hane thus vnluckily made 
your ſelues neither maides, widdowes, nor wives, but 
more vile then hichy channell-durr,fit to be ſwept our of 
the heart and ſuburbs of your Countrey. O then ſuffer 
not this worlds pleaſure ro take from you the good 
thoughts of an honeſt life : But downe,downe vpon your 
knees you earthly Serpents,and waſh away your blacke 
ſinne with the chriſtall teares of true ſorrow and repen- 
tance,ſo that when you wander from this inticing world, 
you may be waſhed and cleanſed from this foule lepro- 
fle of nature, 
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Loethus in remotſe of minde my tongue hath vttered 
to the wantons of the world, the aboundance of my 
hearts griete, which I have perceived by the vnſcemely 
behaviour of vnconſtant both men a1d women,yet men 
tor the molt part aretouched but with one faulr, which 
Fl is drinking too much : but it is laid of women, that they 
I} haue two faults, that is, they can ncither ſay well nor yer 
Ml doe wcll. 
ith For commonly women are the moſt part of the fore- | 
: noon: painting themſelves, and frizling their hayres,and *! 
of prying in their glaſſe like Apes, to pranke vp theraſelues Þ 
* in their gaudies, like Puppets; or like the Spider which * 
ih weaues a fine web to hang the Flie. Amongſt women ſhe 
F, is accounted a ſlut which goeth not in her filkes: there- 
{a forc it thou wilt pleaſe thy Lady,thou muſt like and loue, 
| ſue and ſerve, and in ſpending thon muſt lay on load;for 
they mult have maintenance howſocuer thou get it, by 
* hooke or by crooke, out of 1u4z5 bag,or the D:ucls bud- 3 
i ha ger,taou mult ſpare neither lands nor Initng, moncy nor 
MAR g01d. 
For women will account thee a pinci-penny, it thou 
þ b2 not prudigall; and a daſtard, if thou be nor ventrous : 
{ for they account none valiant, except they be deſperare. 
148 It filent, a Ct; it full of words, a fooie; indging all to be | 
lit! Clownes which be not Courtters, It chou be cleanty in 
" thine appurell, they wi.l rearme thee proud; it meane in 
# apparell a fJoucn; !t ral), a lunges; if ſhort, adwarfe : for | 
| they have ripe wits 21d ready tongues;and if they getan | 
"i inch, they will claime an el! : ſhe will coll chee abour the 
i n<cke with one hand, but the other ſhall be diving into 
wy AR thy pocket, and if thou take her with the manner, then ic * 
M was | 
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was but in ieſt, but many times they takein ieſt, and (if 
they be not ſpyed) keepe it in earneſt : but if thy pockets 
grow empty, and rhy revenues will not hold out longer 
to maintaine her pompeand brauery, then lhe preſently 
leaues to make much of thy perſon, and will not ſticke to 
{xy vnto thee, that ſhe could have beſtowed her loue on 
ſuch a one as would baue maintained her like a woman; 
ſo by this meanes they weaue the web of their owne woe, 
and ſpin the thred of their owne thraidome; if they lacke 
they will lacke at the laſt; for they will cur 1t out ot the 
whole cloath fo long as the piece will hold out. 

Is aot the Bee hiued for his honey, the Sheepe ſheared 
for his fleece, the Oxe necke wrought for his maſters 
profit, the. Fowle plucked tor her feathers, the tree grat- 
red to bring forch truir, and che earth laboured to bring 
torch Corne ? Bur what labour or c@7 thou beſtowelt 
on a woman is all caſt away; for ſheexll yee!ld thee no 
profic ac all: for when thou haſt done all,aad vfuerrt'nem 
all that they can demaund, yet thou {halt be as well re" 
warded is thoſe men were, whom Eſop hyred for three- 
haife-pence a day to: heare him recite his Fables. Theſe 
things being wiſely conlidered, then what a foole art 
thou co blindetay letein their bold behauicur,and baw 
at their beckes, and comeat their ca's, and'fel)chy lands 
to make thern {wimme in their fiikes,and itr in theiricywy- 
els, making 11 a Gentiewoman, infomuch thar (hee ca- 
reth not a penny for the fineſt, nor a tigge forthe prou- 
deſttihets as g00d as the belit,ulrhough th; have-no more 
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hooke, holding vp to all that come ; not much vnlike a 
Barbers chaire,that ſo ſoone as one knane is out, another 
is in, a common hackney tor euery one that will ride, a 
boat foreucry one to row in:now it thy wealth do begin 
to taiie, then [he biddeth thee farewell,and gives thee the 
adien in the Diuels name : not much valike the knauith 
Porters in Bri/ow,who will cry, A new malter,a new,and 
hang vp the old. If the matter be ſo plaine,then conſider 
this, that the houſe where luch a one keepeth her reſi- 
dence,is more odious with ſlander,then carrion doth in- 
tet the ayre with tinke z let them flatter how they will, 
there is no lone in them but from the teeth outward. I 
blaze their properties the plainer,and giue thee the tron» 
ger reaſons, becauſe I would haue thee lothe the alluring 
traines of ſuch deceitfull and laſciuious women:although 
the make great pr- teſtations of louc,and thereto bindeth 
her ſelfe with mot damnable oathes, then beleeue her 
leaf, ofa!}, for there is no mare hold in her oathes,nor in 
”acr loue,then is certainty ofa faireday in Aprill,alrhough 
it looke neuer locleare,yer it may turne toatoule.l haue 
ſcene a Curtizan thus pictured out : 

Firſt,a faire yong man blinde, and in his arm:s a beau- 
tifull woman, with one hand in his pocket, ſhewing her 


theft, and a knife in the other hand to cut his throar, 


Now peraduenturethou mailt ſay vnto thar,thou doſt 
not know one woman from another without ſome trial, 
becauſe all women are in ſhape alike : tor the ſowrecrab 
1s like the ſweet Pippia. True it is,fo the Rauen is a bird, 
and the Swan is but a bird : euen ſo,many women are in 
ſhape Angels, bur in qualities Diuels, painted Coffins 
with rotten bones. The Eftridge carryeth faire feathers; 
but 
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but rancke fleſh. The hearbe Aolio carryeth a flowre as 
white as ſnow, but a roote as blacke as inke. 

Although women are beautitull, ſhewing pitty, yer 
their hearts are blacke,ſwelling with miſchiete, not much 
vnlikevnto old trees, whoſe outward leaues are faire and 
greene,& yet the body rotten: itthou havnt their houſes, 
thou wilt be enamoured; and it rhou doe but hearken ro 
thele Syrens, thou wilt be inchanted, for they will allure 
thee with amorous glances of luſt, and yer kiil chee with 
bitter lookes of bate : they haue dimples in their checkes 
to deceive thee, and wrinckles in their browes to betray 
thee: they haue eyes to intice, [miles ro flatter, imbrace- 
ments to pronoke, beckes to recall, lips to inchant, kiſles 
to inflame, and teares to excuſe rhemſeiues, 

If God had not made them onely to be a plague to 
man, hee would neuer haue called them neceflary euils, 
and what are they better ? for what doe they eyther ger 
or gaine, ſaueor keepe ? nay, they doe rather ſpend and 
conſume all that which a man painfully getteth: a man 
muſt be at all the coſt, and yet liue by the loſle. 

It is very eafte tor him which neuer experienced him- 
ſelfe in that vaine pleaſure, or repenting pleaſure, chooſe 
you whether, I meane the accompanying of lewd wo- 
men: but ſuch as arecxerciſed-and experimented in that 
kinde of drudgery,they I ſay haue a continuail defire,and 
temptation is ready at hand : therefore take heede at the 
firſt, ſuffer not thy ſeife to be led away into luſtfull folly : 
for it is more caſte for a young man oc maide to forbeare 
carnall act, then it is for a widow, and yet more cafie for 
2 widow, then for her that is marries, and hath her huſ- 
band wanting : then take heed at the firſt, for there is no» 
taing 
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Wi thing gotten by women bur repentance. 

For women arelike the Bay-tree, which is ever greene 
but withour fruitzor like the vnprofitable thorne,which 
beareth as trim a bloſſome as the Apple : this is nothing 
but totell thee, that thou mult not iudge of gold by the 
colour, nor of womens qualities by their faces, nor by 
their ſpeeches; for they haue delicate tongues, which will 
rauiſh and tickle the irching eares of giddy: headed yong 
men,ſo toolith,that they thinke themſelues happy it they 
can but kiſſe the Dazie whereon their lone did tread:who 
it the frovwne, then he deſcends preſently into hell : but 
if the ſmile,then is he carried with wings vp into heaven: 
there is an old ſaying, that when a dog wags his raile hee 
Joues his maſter. 

Some thinke, that ifa woman ſmile on thern,(heis pre- 
ſently ouer-head and eares in love : one mul: weore her 
gloue,another her garter, another her colours of detiv/(ir, 
and another ſhall ſpend and live on the ſpoyle which 
ſhegetterh from a!l the reſt : then if chou wilt gine thy 
body to the Chyrurgion,and thy ſoule to the Diveli,ſuch 
women are fit tor thy diet. Many creatures of euery kind 
reſemble women in condition : for ſome horſe an vn- 
Skilfall ridercan hardly diſorder ; and ſome againe inde- 
ſpight of the beſt rider-that is, will have a iadiſh tricke : 
ſome Hawke although the be ill ſetried, yet wili {ir quiet; 
and ſome if never ſo well ſerued, yet will continually flye 
at checke : againe, ſome hounds by no meines will for- 
bi ſaketheirvndertaken game, and ſome againe in deſpight 
(48h11'h of the huntſman will continually runneat rindome; and 
MW. bil ſome men will fteale if theit hands were bound: behinde 
WIRE) them;and ſome againe will rather ftarue then ſteale:even 
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ſo ſome women will not be wonne with ſeanen yeares 
louing, and ſome againe will offend with an houres li- 
bertye. 

Therefore if thou ſtudy a thouſand yeares, thou ſhalt 
finde a woman nothing elſe but a contrary vato man : 
nay, if thou continue with her an hundred yeares, thou 
{halc finde in her new fancies,and contrary forts of beha- 
uiour;thereforeif all the world were paper,and all the ſea 
inke, and all the trees and plants were pens, and cuery 
man in the world were a writer, yet were they not able 
with ail their labour and cunning; to ſer downe all the 
crafty deceits of women. 

Now me thinkes 1 heare ſome of you ſay, that young 
wits are ſoone corrupted, and that womens bright beau- 
ty breedeth various thoughts in men, alſo golden gifts 
eaſily ouercommeth wanton womens delires : andthere- 
by make them become Yew darlings , quite changing 
cuſtomes of modeſtie into paſhons of vanitie, wherein 
once delighted,they continue inthe ſame withoutrepen- 
tance or ſorrow. But out alas you laſcivious Dames, 
theſe lewd conditions of yours will ſpeedily bring all 
your ioyes to ſorrow. 


CHAP.IIL. 


The third Chapter ſheweth a remedy againſt loue, alſo many 
reaſons not to be too haſty in choiſe of 4 Wife. But if ns 
remedy be but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe a Wife, 
with a commendation of the good , vertuous and honeſt 
Homan. 
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=ZX=E not too haſty to marry, for” doubtles if thou 
2&9] marry in'haſt,thou wilt repent by leaſure.For 
| acre are many troubles which come gallo» 
ping at the heelcs of a woman, which many 
young men betore-hand doe not thinke of. The world 
isnotali made of Oate-meale; nor all is not' Gold thar 
glitters; nor a {miling countenance is no certaine teſti- 
moniall of a merry heartz nor the way to heaven .is nor 
firewed with rulhes ; no more is the cradle of caſein a 
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womans \Jappe. If thou'wert a feruant or ia bondage }. 


before, yet when thou: marrieſt thy toyle is neuer the 
nearer ended; but euen then and not before, thou chan- 
geft thy golden life which thou didſt lead before, in re- 
ſpect of the married,for a drop of honey, which quickly 
turneth to be as bitter as Wormenwood.. And therefore 
farre better it were to haue two plouzhs going, then one 
cradle, and better a barne fiiled,then a bedztherefore cut 
off the occafion which may. any- way bring thee into 
fooles Paradiſe. Then firft and abou ail, thun tdlenefle; 
for idlencſic is the beginner and maintainer of love,there- 
fore apply thy ſelfe about ſome affaires, or be occupyed 
about ſome bulineſſe:tor ſo long as thy minde or thy bo» 
dy is in labour, the loue of a woman 1s not remembred, 
nor luſt neuer thought vpon; bur if thou ſpend thy time 
idely amongſt women, thou art like vnto him which 
playeth with the Bee, who may ſooner feele of her ſting 
then taſte of her hony; hee that toucheth pitch may be 
defiled therewithz. Roſes vnaduiſedly gathered, pricke 
our fingers; bees vngently handled, (ting our faces; and 
yet the one is pleaſant, and theother is profitable. And if 
thou be in company of women, the Diuell kimſelfe hath 
not 
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not more illuſions to get men-into his net, then women 
haue deuiles & inventions toaliure men into their loue; 
and if chou {uffer thy lelfe once to be led into tooles pa- 
radice, (that isto lay )che bed or clofet wherein a woman 
is, (then I ſay)chou arr like a Bird ſhared in a Lime-bulh, 
which the more the ſtriueth,the falter {he is. Ic is vnpoſ- 
{ible to fail amongſt ſtones, and not be hurt, or amongſt 
thornes and not be prickt, or among nettles and not be 
ſtung : a man cannot carry fire in his boſome, and not 
burne hus cloathing; no more can a man liue in loue,but 
itisa life as wearilome as hell, and hee that marrieth a 
wite, matcheth himſeite vnto many troubles. It thou ma- 
rieſt a [til] and a quiet woman, it will ſeeme to thee that 
thou rideſt but an ambling horſe to hell; but if with one 
that. is froward and vnquiet, then thau werrt as good ride 
a trotting horſe to the Diue!l : herein I will not be my 
ownecaruer, but I refterre you to the judgement of thoſe 
which have ſcene the troubles and felt the tormentsz for 
noneare better able ro judge of womens qualities, then 
thoſe which haue them,none feeles the harlhneſle of the 
Flint, but he thar ſtrikes it;none knowes where the ſhooe 
pincheth,but he that weares it. [tis ſaid that a man ſhould 
eatea buſhell of ſalt with one which he meanes to make 
his friend, before hee put any great confidenceor truft 
in him: And if thou be fo long in chooling a friend, 
in my minde thou hadlt needeto eate two buſhels of ſale 
with a woman, before thou make her thy wifez other- 
wiſe, before thou haſt eaten one buſhell with her, thou 
{halc taſte of ten quarters of ſorrow, and for euery dram 
of p!caſure an ounce of paine, and for euery pinte of ho- 


ney a gallon of gall, and for cuery inch of mirth an - 
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of moane. In the beginning, a womans loue ſeemeth de- 

lightfull, but endeth with deſtruQion;therefore hee that 

ecruſteth to rhe loue of a woman, (hall be as ſure as he that 

hangerh by the leafe ofa tree inthe latter end of Summer: 

and yer there is great difference berwixt the ſtanding 

poole, and the running ftreame, although they are both 

waters. 

Therefore of two enils, chuſe the leaſt, and auoid the 
greateſt. But my meaning is not here to adviſe thee to 
chuſe the leaſt woman : for the lictle women are as vn- 
happy as the greateſt; for though there ſtatures be little, 
yer their hearts are big: then ſpeake faire to all, but truſt 
none, and ſay with Drogenes, It is too ſoone for a young 
man to marry,and too late for old men, One asked a Phi- 
loſopher,what the life of a married man was ? he anſwe- 
reed, Miſery : And what is his feliciry ? Miſery: for he fill 
lingers in hope of further ioy : And what is his end? and 
he ſtill anſwered, Miſery. 

There are (xe kindes of women that thou ſhouldeft 
take heede that thou match not thy ſelfe to any one of 
them : that is to ſay, good nor bad, faire nor foule, rich 
nor poore; for if thou marrieſt one that is good, thou 
maift quickly ſpill her with roo much making of her: for 
when prouender pricks a woman, then {hee will grow 
knaniſh:and if bad,then thon muſt ſupport her in all her 
bad attions,and that will be ſo weariſome vnto thee, that 
thou hadft as good draw water continually to fill a bot- 
tomleſle tub : if ſhe be faire,then thou mult doe nothing 
elſe but watch her ? and if thee be foule and loathſome. 
who can abide her? if (hee be rich, then thou muſt 
forbeare her becauſe of her wealth: and if ſhee be pong 
then 
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37 
then thou muſt needes maintaine her. 

For if a woman be nener ſo rich in dowriz, happy by 
her good name, beauritull of body, ſober of countenance, 
eloquent in ſpecch, and adorned with vertue, yer they 


| haueone ill qualitie or other, which ouerthroweth all the 


other : like vnro that Cow which giueth great tore of 
milke,and preſently {triketh it downe with her foot: ſuch 
a Cow isas much to be blamed for the loſle,as to be com- 
mendcd for the gift: or likeas when men talke of fuch a 
man, or ſuch a man, he'is an excellent good workeman, 
or he is a good Chirurgion,or a good Philitian, or heeis 
a pretty fellow of his hands, bur if they conclude with 
this word, But it is pitty, he hath one fault, which com- 
monly in ſome men-is drunkennefl&,then 1 lay,if he were 
endued with all rhe former qualities, 'yet they ' cannot 
gaine him ſo much credit to counterpoiſe the diſcredit 
that commeth thereby. 

It is ſaid of men, that they haue that one fauirt, bur of 
womed itis ſaid that they haue two faults, that is to ſay, 
they can neither (ay well, nor doe well : there isa ſaying 
that goerh thus; that things far feecht and deare bought 
are of vs moſt dearely beloued: the like may be ſaid of 
women although many of them are not farre ferched, 
yer theyare deare bought; yea, and ſodeare, that many a 
man curſerh his hard penniworth, and bannes his owne 
hearc. For the pleaſure of the faireft waman in the world 
laſtech bur a hony-moone, that is,while a man hath glut- 
red his affeRions, and reaped the firſt fruit: bis pleaſure 
being paſt, ſorrow and repentance remaineth (till wich 
him. 

Therefore to make theethe ſtronger to ſtrive againſt 
+ theſe 


af go 
; 4 


3 cn Oe AIST WY rindi Son Fe... 


2 . 
theſe tame Serpents, thou ſhalt haue more ſtrings to thy 
bow then one,it is ſateriding at two ankers;alwaies looke 
before thou leape, leaſt thy ſhins thou chance to breake. 
Now the fire is kindled,let vs burnethe other fagot, and 
{o to our matter againe. 

If a woman be neuer ſo. comely, thinke her a counter- 
Faitzif neuer ſo ſtraight,thinke her crooked); it ſhe be well 
ſet; call her a boſle; it (lender, a hazell ewig; if browne, 
thinke her as blacke as a Croc if well-coloured, a pain- 
ted wall; it ſad, or {ſhame-fac'd,then rthinke her a clowne; 
ifmerry and plcaſanc,then the is the liker to bea wanton. 
But if thou be ſuch a foole that thou wilt ſpend thy time 
and treaſure,the one in theloue of women;and the other 
to delight therazin my.minde thou refemblelt the (imple 
Indians, who apparell themſclues moſt richly when they 
ce to be burned, 

But what ſhould I ſay? ſome would not giue their bable 
for the Tower of London. He that hath failed at ſea,hath 
ſeene the dangers, and hee that is married, can tell of his 
owne woe, bur he that is neuer burnt, will neuer dread 
the fire. Some will goe to dice,alrhough they (ce others 
looſe their money at play, and ſome will marry though 
they beg together. Is it not ſtrange that men ſhould be ſo 
fooliſh ro dote on women, who differ fo farce in nature 
from men? for a man delights in armes,& in hearing the 
ratling drams, but a woman loues to heare ſweet mulick 
on the Lote, Cittern, or Bandora: a man reioyceth to 
march among the murthered carcaſſes, but a woman to 
dance on a fiiken carpetza man loves to heate the threat- 
nings of his Princes enemies, but a woman weepes when 
ſhe heares of wars:a man loues to lye on the cold gra, 
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39 
but a woman muſt be wrapped in warme mantles:a man 
triumphs at warres, buta woman reioyceth more at 
peace. 

It a man talke of any kinde of beaſt or fowle,preſently 
the nature is knowne : as for example, the Lyons are all 
ſtrong and hardy ,the Hares are all fearefull and coward- 
ly, the Doues are all iimaple, and fo of all beaſts & fowles 
the like, I mexne, few or none ſwaruing from his kinde; 
but women haue more contrary ſorts of behauiour then 
there be women : and therefore impoſhble for a man to 
know all, no nor one part of womens qualities, all the 
dayes of his lite. 

Some with ſweet words vnderminetheir Huſbands,as 
Dalila did Sampſon,and ſome with chiding and brawling 
are mad? weary of the world, as Socrates and others : $9+ 
crates when his wite did chide and brawle,would goe out 
of the houle till all were quier againe : but becauſe hee 
would not {could with ker againe,it grieued herthemore; 
for on atime {hee watched his going out, and threw a 
chamber-por out of a window on his head; Haha, quoth 
hee; I thought after all this thunder there would come 
raine. 

There is an hiſtory maketh mention of onenamed An- 
nynious, who invited a friend of his to goe home with him 
to ſupper;but when he came home, he found his wite chi- 
ding and brawling with her Maidens, whereat his gueſt 
was very much diſcontented. A4nzynions turning to him, 
ſaid : Good Lord how impatient art thou ? Ihaue ſuffe- 
red her theſe twenty yeares,and canit not thou abide her 
two houres? by which mcancs he cauſed kis wife to leaue 
chiding, and laughed our the matcer, 

There 
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T here is no woman but either ſhe hath a long tongue, 
or a longing tooth, and they are two ill neighbours, it 
they dwell rogether: for the one will lighten the purſe, if 
it be ſtill pleaſed, and the other will waken thee trom thy 
{[cepe;it it be not charmed. ls ir not ſtrange of what kinde 
of metrall a womans tongue is made, that neither cor- 
refion can chaſten,nor faire meanes quiet ? tor there is a 
kinde of venome in it, that neither by faire meanes nor 
foule they are to be ruled. All beaſts by men are made 
tame, but a womans tongue will never be tame; it is but 
a ſmall ching and (eldome ſeene, bur it is often heard, to 
the terrour and vtterconfufion of many a man. 
Therefore as a (harpe bit curbs a froward horſe, euen 
ſo'a curft woman mult be roughly vſed : butif women 
could hold their tongues, then many times men would 
hold their hands. As the beſt metled blade is mixt with 
iron, euen ſo the beſt woman that is, is not free from 
faults: the goodlieſt gardens are not free from weedes, no 
more is the beſt, nor the faireft woman from ill deedes. 
Hee that ſeth troth totell, 
May blamed be, though he ſay well. 
If theu be young, marry not yet; 
If thou be old, thou wilt hawe more wit : 
For young mens wines will not be taught. 
And old mens wines are good for nought. 
And he that for a woman ſtriues by law, 
Shall ſirme like a cox-combe, and proue but 4 Daw : 
Then buy thou not with ouer-mnch coſt, 
The thing which yeelds but labour loſt. 
Diners beaſts and fowles by nature haue more ſtrength 
in one part of the body then in another; as the Eagle in 


the. 


CET 


ou TYP the, 


6 VEE. 2 


41 
the beake,the Vnicornein the horne,the Bull in the head, 
the Beare in the armes, the Horſe in his breſt, the Dogge 
in his teeth,the Serpent in his taile: but a womans chiete 
ftrengri is in her tongue. The Serpent hath not ſo much 
venome in his taile,as ſhe hath in her rongue ; and as the 

<rpent neuer leauerh hifhing and ſtinging, and ſeeking 
to doc milchicte : cuen fo, fome women are neuer well, 
except they be caſting our venome with their tongues, 
to the {wrt of their huſbands, or of their neighbours. 
Therctore he that will diſclole his ſecrets to a woman, is 
worthy to haue his haire cut with Sampſon : for, if thou 
vntoldett any thing of ſecret to a woman, the more thou 
chargett her ro keepe ir cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeeme as 
it were to be with childeri!l the have rencaled it amongſt 
her gofhps;yet if one {hould make doubt of her lecrelie, 
{he would ſeeme angry, and ſay, I am no ſuch light huſ- 
wite of my rongue, as they whoſe ſecrets lye at their 
rongues ends, which flies abroad ſo ſoone as they open 
their mouthes;therfore feare not to diſcloſe your ſecrets 
to mee, for I was never touched with any ſtraine of my 
tongue in my life ; nay, {he will not ſticke to ſwearerhar 
ſhe will tread it vnder foot,or bury it vnder a ſtone : yet 
for allthis beleeuc her nor,tor enery woman hath one e- 
ſpeciall goffip at the leaſt, which ſhe doth loue and affe&t 
aboue all the reſt, and vnto her ſhe runneth with all the 
ſecrets ſhe knoweth. 

There is a hiſtory maketh mention of one Zyas, whom 
King Amaſis commanded to goe into the market,and to 
buy the beſt and profitablelt meat he coul1 get ; and he 
boughtnothing but tongues;rhe Kingasked him therea- 


ſon why he bought no other meat,who made this anſwer: 
G I was 
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I was commanded to buy the beſt meate, and from the 
tongue come many good and profitable ſpeeches z then 
the King ſent him againe,and bad hirn buy the worit and * 
vnpro fitableſt meat;and he likewiſe Lought nothing but * 
tongucs;:he King againe asked him the reaſon:from no- * 
thing (ſaid he) commerh worſe venome then tiom the 
tongue,and ſuch rongues molt women have. 

Romane hiftories make mention of one of rhe chicfe 
gouernours of Rome, thar had a ſonne whoſe name was 
i Papirius,whoſe father took him with him to the Counlel- 
Wl. vf houſe, rhat thereby he might icarne wiledome, withing 

| him witha!l ro keepe thcir ſecrets. His mother was divers 
times asking of the boy what they did at the Counſel 

j houſe, and whar the cauſe was of their often meeting, 
IM: On atime young Papirius tearing to diſpleale his Father, 
"al; and hoping to latisfie his mother, told ber this : Mother 
0 (ſaid he) there is hard hoid amongſt them about making 
of a law, that cuery man [ha!l haue two wiues, or euery 
woman two huſbands, and fo farre as I can perceineit 1s 
likely to be conciuded vpon, that euery man (hall have *' 
two wiues. p 

Thencxt day when he and þis father were poneto the 
Counlſel]-houſe, ſhce beſtirred her ſe'te, and gor moſt of 
the chiete women of the Citie together, and tolde them 
what a law was like to be made,it it were not prevented: 
and fo to the Counſell-houſe they went a great flocke 
of them. But when they camein, the Gouernours were 
all amazed,and asked the cauſe of their comming, And * 
one of the woinen baving leave to fpeake, ſaid thus : * 
Whereas you are about to make a law, that every man 
hall haue two wiucs, conlider with your ſelues what 

| vnquietneſſe 
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43 
vnquiectnefle and ftrite thereby will arife;but (ſaid ſhe)ic 
were better that on2 woman might have two huſbands, 
that if the one were on buiinefle abroad, the other might 
be ar home. Now when the Gouernours heard this 
ſpeech,they maruailed whereupon it ſhou!d ariſe : then 
young Papirizs requeſted that he might ſpeake, who pre» 
ſently relolued them the cauſe of the womens comming; 
ſo they greatly commended the Boy, and laughed the 
women to ſcorne. 

Here thou mayſt perceiue by a taſte, what wine is in the 
But:ifthe Dragons head be full of poiſon, what venome 
then(chinkeſt chou)!urkerh in the taile? All this is but to 
tell thee of the doubts and dangers that come by marri- 
age, yet would not haue all to feare to lie in the graſle, 
becauſe a Snake lyeth therey nor all men feare to goers 
Sea, becauſe ſome men are drowned at Sea,neither doe I 
warne all men to feare to goe to their beds, becauſe ma- 
ny die in their beds:then marry a Gods name, but againe 
and againe take hced to the choyle ot thy wite. 

Marry not for beauty wirhour vertne, nor chuſe for 
riches without good conditions. Salomon amongſt many 
other notable ſentences fit for this purpoſe, ſaith, that a 
faire woman without diſcreet manners, is like a goldring 
in a Swines ſnowt? And if thou murrieft for weaith,then 
thy wife many times will caſt itin thy diſh, ſaying,that of 
a begger (he made thee a man : againe, ifthou marrieſt 
for beautie, and aboue thy calling, thou muſt not onely 
beare with thy wives folly, but with many vnhappy 
words;for (he will ſay, ſhe was b'inded in fancying thee: 
for ſhe might have had Captaine ſuch a one,or this Gen- 
tleman, or that, ſo that thou ſhalt never need to craue a 
G 2 foule 
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44 
foule word at her hand in ſeauen yeares, for thou ſhalt 
hauc enough without asking; beiides | trare merhou wilt 
be better headed then w-dded, tor {hee wi!! make thee 
weare an Oxe-fcather in thy cap z yet hee which hath a 
faire wite, will aduenture on a thouſand infamies, onely 
in hope to keepe in the ſtateot an hone{t woman, bur 
if ſhe be ill-giuen, doe what thou canit, breake thy acarr, 
and bend thy ſtudie never ſo much, yet all will not ſern:e; 
thou mayeſt ler her goe all houres of the night, ſhe will 
neuer mecr with a worſe then her ſelte, except ſhe meet 
with the diuell himſelte. 

Therctore yct once more I aduile thee in the choyſe 
of thy wite, ro auea ſpeciall regardto her qualities and 
conditions, before ttzou thake hands or ivmpe a match 
with her: Allo inquire and markethe lifeand conuerſati- 
on of her Parents, letthe olde Prouerbe put thee in mind 
hereof ; that an euill Bird layeth an il] Egge, the Cat will 
afrer her kinde, an ill Tree cannot bring forth good 
fruir, the young Cub groweth crattie like the Dararne, 
the young Cocke croweth as the olde, and it is a very 
rare matter to {ce children tread out of the paths of their 

irents. He that commethinto a Faire to buy. a Horſe, 
will pry into every'part, to fee whether he be ſound of 
windeand limbe, and withoutgracke or flaw, and whe- 
ther his breeding werein a hard {oyle, or wherher he be 
well paced, and likewiſe hee will haue a care that his 
horſe ſhall haue all outward markes which betoken a 
good horſe, yer with all the cunning ke hath hee may be 
decciued ; but it keprove a Jade, he ray put him away 
at the next Faire. 

Bur it in choyſe of thy wite thou be deceiucd, as many 
ncn 
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men are, thou muſt ſtand to thy word, which thou 
madcſt before the whole Parilh , which was, to take 
her for betrer for worſe;for thereis no refuſing : ſhe will 
ſticke to thee as cloſe as a {ſaddle to a horſe backe, and 
it the be frowardiy giuen, then ſhe will vexe thee night 
and day. 

Among the quicteſt couples that are, yet houſhold iars 
will ariſe, but yet ſuch quarre's which happen in the day, 
are often qualifed with kiſſes in thenighr;bur if it be nor 
ſo ended, their thritc will goe forward like the carriage 
which is drawn between two horſes taileto taile,& it the 
cannot reuenge her ſelfe with her rongue, nor with her 
hands, nor with conueying thy goods, yer ſhe will pay 
thee home priuately ; for it thou [trike with thy ſword, 
the will ftrike wich the ſcabbard.Chule not the rapier by 
his ringing,nor thy wife by her ſinging;for if thou doſt, 
thou mayelt be very well deceiued in both,for thy rapier 
may prouealade, and thy wife bur little berter, 

Now, it thou aske mce how thou {houldeſt chuſe thy 
wife ? I anſwere,that thou haſt the whole world to make 
choyle, and yet thou mailt be deceived. Anancient Fa- 
ther being asked by a young man how he {hou'd chuſe 
2 wife, he an{wered him thus : When thou ſeclt a locke 
of maidens together, hoodwinkethy leife faſt, and runne 
amonglt them, and looke which thou catchelt let her be 
thy wite; The young man told him,that it he went blind- 
toided,he might be deceiucd : and ſo thou may lt (quoth 
the vide man) it thy cyes were open z tor in thechoiſe of 
thy wite,thou mul? nor truſt thy 6wne eyes, for they will 
deceiuethee,and be the cauſe of thy woe : for ihe may 
ſe2192 good whole waſte is like a wand, or {hee which 
G 2 hath 
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hath a ſpider- fingered hand,or ſhe which on her tip-toes 
ſill doth Rand,and neuer reades but in a golden booke, 
nor will not be caught but with a golden hookezor ſuch 
a one as can ſtrokea beard,or looke a head, and of cuery 
Flea make her (clfe afraid ; if one had a fpring, ſuch a 
wench would make him a begger it he were haltea king: 
then this is no bargaine tor thee, But harke a little fur-. 
ther: the beſttime tor a young man to marty isat the age 
of twenty and fue, and then to take a wife of the age of 
ſeauenteene yeares, or thereabout, rather a maide then a 
widdow ; for a widdow is framed to the conditions of a- 
nother man,and can hardly be a!tered,ſo thar thy paines 
will be double : for thou muſt vnlearne a widdow, and 
make her forget and forgoe her former corrupt and dif- 
ordered behauiour, the which is hardly to be done : bur 
a young woman of tender yeares is flexibleand bending, 
obedient and ſubie& to doe any thing, according to the 
will and plcaſure of ber huſband. 

And it thy ſtate be good, marry neere home,and at lei- 
ſure; but if thy ſtate be weake and poore, then to better 
thy ſelfe,after inquiry made of her wealth & conditions, 
ooe farre off,and diſpatch it quickly,for doubr of tatling 
{peeches, which commonly in theſe cafes runne betwixt 
party and party, and breake it oft, even then when it is 
cometo the vp-{hot : but as I have already ſaid, before 
thou put thy toote out of doores, make diligent enquir 
of her behauiour z for by the marker-folke thou hal 
heare how the market goeth : for by enquiry thou ſhale 
heare whether the be wiſe, vertucus,and kinde, wearing 
bur her owne proper haire, and ſuch garments as her 
friends eſtate will afford, or whether ſhee loue to keepe 
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within the houſe, and to the ſeruants hauea watchſull 
eye, or if (hee haue a care when to ſpend, and when to 
ſpare, and to be content with what God doth ſend, or if 
{he can ſhed no kinde of vnfained rcares, but when iutt 
cauſe of hearty ſorrow is,and that in wealth and woe, in 
ſickneſle and in health, ſhee will be all alike, ſuch a wite 
will make thee happy in thy choyle. 

Alchough ſome happen on a diveliſh and vnhappy 
woman, yer all men do not (o ; and ſuch as happen ill, 1c 
is 4 warning to make them wile, it they makea ſecond 
choyle, not that all other (hall have the like fortune : rhe 
Sunne {hineth vpon the good and bad, and many a man 
happencth ſooner on a ſhrew then a {heepe. Some thriue 
by dicing, but nor one in a hundred, therefore dicing is 
ill huſbandry:ſome thrive by marriage,and yet many are 
vndone by marriage ; tor marriage 1s cither the making 
or marring of many a man, and yet I will not ſay bur 
amongſt duſt there are Pearles found, and in hard rockes 
Diamonds of great value, and ſoamongſt many women 
there are ſome good , as that gracious and glorious 

ueene of all women kind,the Virgin Merie,themorher 
of all blifſe: what won her honour, butan humble minde, 
and her paines and loue vnto our Sauiour Chriſt ? 

Sara is commended for the carneſt loue that the bare 
to-her husband, not onely for calling him Lord, but tor 
many other qualities. Alſo Sſaxa tor her chaſtity, and 
for creeping on her knees to pleaſe her huſband : bur 
there are meancr hillories which make mention of many 
others;as that of Dexzerrzes,how that ſhe was content to 
run Lackey by her huſbands lide. 

Likewile Zacretia, for the !oue and loyalty that ſhee 
bare 
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bare to her huſband, being vnkindely abuſed by an vn- 
chaſte lecher apainit her will, the preſently flew her ſelfe 
1n the preſ.nce of many,rather then {he would offer her 
body againeto her hutband b-ing butonce defiled. 

it is recorded of an Earle called Guxcalles, that vpon 
the Kings Jiſpiealure vas committed to priſon, and his 
wite hauing liberty to vilite him in priſon,on a time (hee 
cauſed him to pur oft his apparel},and co put on hers,and 
ſo by.that meanes got out by the Porter, and lhe remai- 
ned in priſon; & lo by this meanes he eſcaped the angry 
rage of his Prince,and atterwards his wite was deliuered 
alſo. : 

Likewiſe it was no ſmail loue that Ariymenes bare to 
her huſband ; tor after his death (he built ſuch a famous 
Sepnlchre (and beſtowed the greateſt part of her wealch 
thereon) in ſo much as at this day it is called one of the 
ſeauen great wonders of the world. 

Alſo Pliny makes mention of a Fiſher-man which dwelt 
neare vnto the Sea-hide, and he fell ficke ofan vncurable 
diſeaſe, by which meanes he endured ſuch torment and 
paine, that it wonld haue grieued any creature to be- 
ho!d him ; his carefni] and louing wife labourcd and tra» 
uvelled farre and neareto procure his health againe, but 
at laſt ſeeing all meanes in vaine, ſhee brake out with 
him in theſe words : Death atone time or at another will 
come, and therefore rather then you ſhould any longer 
indure this miſerable life, I 4m content that both ot vs 
preuent dearth before ke come:lo this poore grieued man 
did yceld to her counſell,and they went forth to the top 
of an exceeding high rock, and there this woman bound 
her ſelte faſt ro her huſband, and from thence caſting 
them. 
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chemſelues downe, ended their liues together, 

Now I doe not commend this death to be godly, al- 
though ir ſhewed great loue in the woman. No doubt 
but the King of 4yra had a very kinde and louing wife 
as ſhall appeare,for when Alexander the great,kad depri- 
ued him of the greateſt part of his kingdome, yet he bare 
icour very patiently, with a'valiant & manly courage,and 
wichout any ſhew of outward griefe at all: but when 
newes was brought him chat his wife was dead, hee then 
moſt grieuoully brake into teares, and wept bitterly,and 
withall he ſaid, that the loſe of his whole Kingdome 
{ſhould not haue grieued him ſo much, as the death of 
his Wite. 

It is alſo recorded of Alexander,that at the death of his 
wite he made ſuch a ſorrowtull kind of ſpecch for her,fay- 
ing,Death were kinde if he tooke nothing but that which 
offendeth; but he hath raken her away which neuer of- 
fended. Oh death thou haſt bereaved me of the better 
part of my life, 

It is faid of Yalerius Maximus , that hee on a time fin- 
ding two Serpents in his bed-chamber, being ſtrangely 
amazed thereut,he demaunded ofthe South-ſayers,what 
it meaned, and they anſwered him, That of neceſlity he 
muſt kill! one of chem; and if he killed rhe male,then hee 
himſe'fe muſt hr{t die ; and if the female, then his Wife 
{hould die before him: & becaule he loued his Wife bet- 
ter then himſelte, hee moſt willingly made choyſe of the 
male, and tilled him firſt, and fhortly after he dyed, lea- 
uing his wite a widdow. 

Such a kinde foole to his wike was 4dam, for he was 
forbidden on paine of death, nor to eare of the tree of 
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good and cuill,yet forall that, Ada notwithſtanding to 
gratifie his wines kindneſle,and for loue he bare her, re- 
tuſed not to hazard his life by breach of that comman- 
dement. 

But bgcaufe in all things there is a contrary, which 
ſheweth the difference berwixt the good aud the bad, c- 
uen ſo both ef men and women there are contrary ſorts 
of bekauiour : if in any choiſe thou happen on agood 
wife, deſire not te change: for their is a Proucrbe laith, 
Seldome commeth. a berter. And there is none poorer 
then thoſe that haye had many wiues. Phou maiſt beare 
a goodaftetion towardsthy wife,$; yet nor lether know 
it:thou maiſt louc her well, and yet not carry her on thy 
backe: a man may loue his houſe well,and yet not ride on 
the ridge. Loue thy Wife, and ſpeake her faire,although 
thou doe but flatter her;for women loue tobe accounted 

cautifull,and to be miſtreſles of many maides,& to liue 
without controlement, and kinde words as much pleaſe 
a woman as any other thing whatſoeuer : and a mans 
chicteſt deſire ſhould be firſt the grace of God, a quiet 
life, and an honeſt wife, a good report, and a friend in 
ſtore; and then what neede a man to aske any more ? 


Saint Pawl faith,thoſe which marry doe well,bur he al- | 


fo faith, thoſe which marry not doe better; but yet alſo 
heſaith, that it is better to marry then to burne in luſt. A 
merry companion being asked by his friend, why he did 
not marry, he made this anſwere, and ſaid; That hee had 


'beenein Bedlam two or three times, and yet he was ne- 


uer ſo mad to marry: and yetthereis no ioy nor pleaſure 
in the world which may be compared to marriage, ſo 
the parties are of neere equall yeares, and of good qua- 
lities, 


Fk 
lities-, then good fortune and dad is welcome to them, 
both their cares are <quall, and their ioyes alike, come 
what will , all is welcome , and all is common betwixrt 
them, the huſband doth honour and reverence her, and 
ifhe be rich, he commitreth all his goods to her keeping, 
and if he be poore, and in aduerfitie,then he beareth bur 
the one halfe of the griete;zand furthermore,ſhe wil com- 
fort him with all the comfortable meanes ſhe can deuiſe, 
and if he will ftay ſolitarie in his houſe,the will keepe him 
company, it he will walke into the fields, why ſhee will 
goe wich him,and if he be abſent from home, the ſigheth 
ofren, and wilheth his preſence : being come home, hee 
findeth content , fitting ſmiling in eucry corner of his 
houſe, to giue him a kinde and a hearty welcome home, 
and ſhe receiucth him with the beſt and greateſt toy that 
ſhe can.Many are the ioyes and {weet pleaſures in marri- 
age, as in our children, being young, they play, pratrle, 
laugh, and ihew vs many prettietoyes, to mooue vs to 
mirth and laughter , and when they are bigger growne, 
and that age or poverty hath afflited the Parents, then 
they ſhew the dutie of children in reliening their old Pa- 
rents with what they can ſhift for , and when their Pa- 
rents aredead, they bring them to the earth , from 
whence they came. 

Yet now conſider on theother fide,when a wrinckled 
and toothlefſe woman ſhall rake a beardlefſe boy (a ſhort 
tale to make of it)there can be no liking nor louing be« 
tweene ſuch contraries,but continuall trite and debate : 
ſs likewiſe, when matches are made by the Parents, and 
the dowry told and payd before the young couple haue 
any knowledge of it, & ſo many times are forced againſt 
H 2 their 


id their mindes, fearing the rigour and diſpleaſure of their 
i k Parents , they often »promiſe with their mouthes that 
| which they refuſe with their hearts. 

Alſo, if a man marry a wite for fayre lookes without 
dowry, then their loue will foone waxe cold, inſomuch 
that they vie them nor like wiues, but rather like kitchin- 
ſtuffe, whereas thoſe which marry rich wiues, they haue 
alwayes ſomething to bein loue withall. Itisa common 
thing now a dayes, that faire women without riches find 
more Louers then Huſbands, 

Chuſe not a wife too faire,nor too foule,nor too rich : 
for if ſhe be faire, enery one will be catching ather, and ® 
if ſhe be too foule,a man will haue no minde to lone her, * 
which no man likes,and if too rich thou thinkeſt ro mar. © 
rie with one which thou meaneft to make thy compani- ® 
on, thou ſhalt find her a commanding Miſtreſle; ſo that ® 
riches cauſeth a woman to be proud, beatity makes her to | 
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be ſaſpefted, and hard fauour, maketh her to be hated. 
Thercfere chooſe a wife young , well borne, and well 
brought vp, reaſonable rich, and indifferent beautifull, 
and ot a good wit and capacitie: alſo,in choiſe of a vvife, | 
a man ſhould note rhe honeſtic of the Parents ; for it is ; 
a-likelyhood, that thoſe children , which are vertuouſly ; 
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brought vp,vvil follow the ſteps of their Parents,but yer 

many a tree is ſpoyled in the hewing : there are ſome © 
vvhich haue bur one onely daughter, and they are ſo | 
blinded vvith the extreame loue they beare her, that / 
they vvill not have her hindered of her vvill vvhatſocuer 
{hedefireth ; fo. {uffer her to live in all vvanton pleaſure 
and delicacie, vvhich afterwards turneth to be the cauſe 
ot many inconuentences. 
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Now, the Father, before hee marry his daughter, isto 
{hi'ttkroughly the qualities, behauiour, and life of his 
{onne in law; for he vvhich meeteth vvith a ciuill and an 
honeſt ſonne in la:y;getterh a good ſonnezand he vyhich 
meetceth with an 1l] one, caſteth away his daughter, 

The hu{b1nd muſt prouide to farisfie the honeſt de- 
ſires of his wite, ſo that neyther neceſſity nor ſuperfluity 
be the occalion to worke her dilhonour: for, both want 
and plentie, both eaſe and diſeaſe makes ſome women: 
oftentimes vnchaſte: and againe, many times the wite: 
ſceing the huſband take no care for her, maketh (belike) 
this reckoning, that no body eiſe will care for her, or de- 
fire her : but to conclude this point, {hee onely is to bee 
accounted honeſt, who hauing libertie to doe amille, yet 
doth ir not. 

Againe, a man ſhould thus account of his wife, as the 
oncly treaſure he enioyeth vpon earth; and he muſt alſo 
account that there is nothing more due to the wife, then 
the fairhtull,honeſt,and louing company of the huſband: 
he ought alſo in figne of lone, toimparrt his ſecrets and 
counſell vnto his witez for many have found much com- 
fortand profit by taking their wiues counſe); and ii thou 
impart any ill hap to thy witc, ſhee lightneth thy griefe, 
eyther by comforting thee louingly, or elſe in bearing 
a part thereof naciently, Alſo, it chou eſpy a fauitin thy 
wite,thou muſt nor rebuke her angerly or reproachtully, 
but onely ſecterly berwixt you two , alwayes remem- 
bring thar thou mult neither chide nor pjay with thy 
wite betore company : rhoſe that p'ay and dally with 
them before comnurs , rhey doe thereby fet other men3 
teeth on edge , and mikethcir wines the lefſe thametat. 
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their mindes, fearing the rigour and diſpleaſure of their 
Parents , they often +promile with their mouthes that 
which they refuſe with their hearts. 

Alſo, if a man marry a wite for fayre lookes without 
dowry, then their loue will foone waxe cold, infomuch 
that they viſe them nor like wiues, but rather like kitchin- 
ſtuffe, whereas thoſe which marry rich wiues, they haue 
alwayes ſomething to bein loue withall. Itisa common 
thing now a dayes, that faire women without riches find 
more Louers then Huſbands. 

Chuſe not a wife too faire,nor too foule,nor too rich : 
for if ſhe be taire, enery one will be catching ather, and 
if ſhe be too foule,a man will haue no minde to lone her, 
which no man likes,and if too rich thou thinkeſt ro mar- 
rie with one which thou meaneft to make thy compani- 
on, thou ſhalt find her a commanding Miſtreſle; fo that 
riches cauſeth a woman to be proud, beauty makes her to 
be ſaſpefted, and hard fauour, maketh her to be hated. 
Therefere chooſe a wife young , well borne, and well 
brought vp, reaſonable rich, and indifferent beautifull, 
and ot a good wit and capacitie: alſo,in choiſe of a vvife, 
aman ſhould note rhe honeſtic of the Parents ; for it is 
a-likelyhood, that thoſechildren , which are vertuouſly 
brought vp,vvil follow the ſteps of their Parents,but yet 
many a tree is ſpoyled in the hewing : there are ſome 
vvhich haue but one onely daughter, and they are (6 
blinded vvith the extreame loue they beare her, that 
they vvill not have her hindered of her vvill vvhatſocuer 
thedefireth ; fo. juffer her to live in all vvanton picaſure 
and delicacie, vvhich afterwards turneth to be the cauſe 
ot many inconuentences. 


Now 


Now, the Father, before hee marry his daughter, isto 
{hi't tkroughly the qualities, behautour, and life of his 
{onne in law; for he vvhich meeteth vvith a ciuill and an 
honeſt ſonne in law;getterh a good ſonnezand he vyhich 
meeteth with an ill one, caſteth away his daughter. 

The hu{b1nd muft prouide to ſatisfie the honeſt de- 
fires of his wite, ſo that neyther neceſhity nor ſuperfluity 
be the occalion to worke her dilhonour: for, both want 
and plentie, both eaſe and diſeaſe makes ſome women! 
oftentimes vnchafte: and againe, many times the wite: 
ſeeing the huſband rake no care for her, maketh (belike) 
this reckoning, that no body elſe will care for her, or de- 
ſire her : but to conclude this point, {hee onely is to bee 
accounted honeſt, who hauing libertie to doe amiſle, yer 
doth ir not. 

Againe, a man ſhould thus account of his wife, as the 
onely treaſure he enioyeth vpon earthz and he muſt alſo 
account that there is nothing more due to the wife, then 
the fairhtull,honeſt,and louing company of the huſband: 
he ought alſo in figne of loue, toimpart his ſecrets and 
counſel] ynto his wite; for many have found much com- 
fortand profit by taking their wiues counſel; and ii thou 
impart any ill hap to thy wifc, [hee lightneth thy griefe, 
eycher by comforting thee louingly, or elle in bearing 
a part thereof naciently. Alſo, it thou eſpy a fauitin thy 
wite,thou muſt nor rebuke her angerly or reproachtully, 
but onely ſecretly berixt you two, alvayes remem- 
bring that thou mutt neither chide nor pjay witch thy 
wite betore company : thoſe that p'ay and dally with 
them before comnuns, rhey doe thereby fet other men 
teeth on edge , and mike their wives the lcfle thamefait, 
2 19 rt 


It behooueth the married man alwayes to ſhew him. 
ſelfe in ſpeech and countenance both gentle and ami= 
able; for if a woman of modeſt behaviour ſeeth any 
orofſeinciuilitiein her husbang, the doth not onely ab- 
horre it, but alſothinketh with her ſelfe, that other men 
aremore diſcreet, and better broughe vp : therefore it 
ftandeth him vpon to beciuilland modeſt in his doings, 
lefthe offend rhe chaſte thoughts of his wife, to whole 
liking hee ought to conforme himlelfe in all koneft and 
reaſonable things,and to take heed of euery thing which 
may diſlike her. 

Why ſome women love their Louers better then their 
Husbands; the reaſon 1s,the Louer in the preſence of his 
Lady is very curious of his behauiour, that he vſcth uo 
vnleemely geſtures, whereby there may no ſuſpition of 
icalouſie, or any exception be taken by any thing hee 
doth: it behooueth euery woman to haue a great regard 
to her behaujour, and to keepe her lelfe our of the fire, 
knowing, that a woman of ſuſpetted chaftitie liveth bur 
ina miſerable caſe, for there 1s bur (mall difference by 
being navght,and being thought naught; and when ſhe 
heareth another woman ill ſpoken of, tet ker think in her 
minde what may be ſpoken of her ; for when a woman 
hath gotten an ill name , whether ir bee deſeruedly or 
without cauſe, yet {hee wil] haue much adoe to recouer 
againe the honour and credite thereof : let awoman a- 
uoyd ſo much as may bee thecompany of a woman 
which hath an ill name, for many of them indeauour by 
their evill faſhions and diſhoneſt ſpeech, to bring others 
to doe as they doe,and many of them with in their hearts 
that all wemen were like vnto themſeines. It may be ſaid 


- 


55 

ofmany women, that the feather are more worth then 
the birds;therfore it behooucth euery woman to behaue 
her ſelfe ſo ſoberly & chaſtly in countenance and ſpeech, 
that no man may be1o bold as to aſlaile her: for com- 
monly Caſtles,it they come once to parly,are at point ro 
yeeld; therefore if a woman by chance be (et vpon, let 
her makethis anſwere, When I was a maid, I was at the 
diſpoſition of my Parents, but now I am married, I am 
at the pleaſure of my husband, therefore you were belt 
ſpeake ts him, and to know his minde, whart I ſhall doe; 
and if her husband be out of theway, let her alwaies be- 
haue her ſelfe as1f he were preſent. 

Alſo a woman may conlider, if ker husband be cho- 
lericke and haſtie; ſhee muſt overcome him with milde 
ſpeeches, andit he chide the muſt holde her peace:for the 
anſwere of a wiſe woman. is ſilence, and ſhe muſt ſtay ro 
vtter her minde till he be appealed of his furie, and a 
quiet: for if women many times would hold their 
tongues, they might be at quiet, There was a very 3et 
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being both & &vward and teſty:the good man made him 
this anlwere, When Lam angry my wife beareth with me, 
and when ſhee is angry I beare with her, for with what 
heart can a man ſo much as touch a kaire of his wiues 
head ? (I meane rigorouſly) for the husband ought to 
rebuke her with ſuch words ſecretly,and ſeeke to retorme 
her by good counſel! : hee ought to lay betore her the 
ſhame of ill doing, and the praiſe of well doing, if rhis 
will not ſerue, yet hee ought rather patiently to forbeare 
her, then rigorouſly tobeate her, for ſhee 1s ficſh of his - 
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56 
Aeſh, & there is no man fo fooliſh to hurt his owne fleſh, 
A man oupht to be a comforter of his wite,then.ſurely he 
ought not to be a _tormenter of her : for with what tace 
cana man imbrace that body which h1s hands haue bat- 
tered and bruiſed ? or with whar heart can 4 woman loue 
that man which can finde in his heart to beat her? 

Allo when a man findeth a painetull and carefull wo- 
man,which knoweth when to ſpend,and when to ſpare, 
and to keepe the houle in good order, then the husband 
willnot deny ſuch a wife any neceflary thing belonging 
to the houſe: but if the be a light huſwite,who liuerh withe 
out doing of any thing, without caring for huſband,chil- 
dren or ſeruants; or any ather thing belonging ro the 
houſe, thereby [hewing, although her body be in the 
houſe, yet her mindeisabroad, which redownerh to her 
ſhame, and to her huſbands great hinderance, tor when 
the Miſtreſſe is occupied in vanity, the ſeruants are care- 
lefle tor her profit, but looke to their owne: for while 
"he Miktrefle playeth,the Mayden ftrayeth. 


© 5 = [DIFEEAT © la | - , 
; . » laughed at, who having a wite 
and a ſufficient wife to doe ai un wnrke rare. Sn 


which belongs to a woman to doe, yet ue kneband will 
ſer Hens abroode,feaſon the pot,and drefle the meate.,nr 
any the like worke, which belongeth not to the man : 
Such husbands many times offend their winesgreatly, 
and they wrong themſelues; for if they wereimployed 
abroadin marcers belonging to men, they would bethe 
moredel.rous being come home to taketheir eaſe, & not 
trovble their wives and ſeruantsin medling with their 
matters : tor the rule and gouernment of the houſe be- 
longeth to the wife. 


And 
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And he that kath a wife of his owne,and goeth to ano- 
ther woman, is likea rich theefe, which will ſteale when 
he hath no neede. 

” Amongſt all the creatures that God hath created, 
there is none more ſubiect to miſery then a woman,eſpe» 
cially choſe that are fruitful to beare children ; for they 
haue ſcarce a moneths reſt ina whole yeere, but are con-« 
tinually ouercome with paine, ſorrow, & teare, as indeed 
the danger of childe-bearing muſt needes be a greatter- 
rour to women, which are counted but weake veſlels in 
reſpe& of men,and yet it is ſuppoſed that there is no dil- 
eaſe that a man endureth, that is one halfe ſo grievous or 
painfull as childe-bearing to a woman : Let it be tooth- 
ach,goute or cholicke;nay,ifa man had all theſe at once, 
yet they were nothing comparable to womans paine in 
her trauell with childe. 

Now if thou like not my reaſons to expell loue, then 
thou mayelt trie O#ids art, who preſcribes a ſalue for ſach 
a ſore ; for he counſels thoſe which feele this horrible 
heate, to coole their flames with hearbes which are cold 
of nature, as Rew, Letrice, and other hearbes, too long 
to recite : alſo hee ſaith, thou ſhould abſtaine from ex- 
ceſle of meate and drinke, for that prouokes the minde 
greatly to luſt:alſoto huat,to hawke,to ſhoote,to bowle, 
to run, to wraſtle,and ſome other play, for this will keepe 
thy minde from thinking of luſt : alſo ſhun flothfulneſle 
and idlenefle,for theſe are the only nurſes of loue,cſchew 
melancholy or ſadnefle,and keep merry company,turne 
thy eyes from the place where bewitching ſpirits are, 
left the remembrance doe encreaſe and rubbe thy galled. 
minde : alſo. toeſchew the place where thou _ 
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58 
feele the firethat burneth thy minde with ſuch vnquict 
thoughts. Likewiſe, faith he,beware thou doe not twile 
perule the fecret flattering letters of thy ſuppoſed ſriend- 
ly ioy;for if thou doe not retule the often vieiy thereok,it 
wili much encreaſe thy gricte, dolour and annoy : viſe no 
talkeof her whom thou loneſt, nor once name her : for 
that will encreaſe thy care, by thinking in thy minde, 
that thou beholdelſt her face : but ſome are perſwaded 
that no rules of reaſon can ail;yage this griete;tor loue is 
Jlawlefle, and obeycs no law, no nor yet no counlell can 

er{wade, nor take effect, or ſubdue the afteftion of his 

ewitched ſpirits. Furthermore, 0nid preſcribes other 
reaſons to expell the heate of loue, tor where love is ſet- 
led, the louers are many times hindred of their purpoſe: 
ſometimes for want of friends conſent, or diſtance of 
place ; then and in ſuch a caſe, his counſei] is ro loue two 
or three,for loue being fo diuided, makes the lone of one 
the lefle thought vpon : orelſe, ſaith he, fatishe thy laſt 
vpon fome other dame, for it will aiſo helpeto weare the 
former loue out of thy minde. Loe, thus 0#id (hot, but 
yet he miſt the marke, not for want of learning, but for 
want of grace, for grace {ubdues and treads at} vices vn- 
der foor,a!though morta!l meanes doth preſcribe diucrs 
other dyets to waſte the heat of loues delire, as long ab- 
ſence from the place where thy !iking lines, for the coales 
of comfort doth kindle and heate the heart, that with 
abſence would be voyd of harme;for abſence doth qua- 
lite that fire, and coole the mindes of thoſe which many 
times the company of wantons doth warme : for bee 
which doth nor ſhun the p'ace where Yenw in her glory 
firs, hath no care of himſeife, but ſuffers ber .to ſurprize 
his wits, The 


The Beare-baitiug, or the vanitie of Viddowes : 
chooſe yoa whether. 


V Oebe vnto that vnfortunate man that matcheth 
himſelſe vnto a widdow; for a widdow will be 
the cauſe of a thouſand woes : yet there are many that 
doe wilh them(ſelues no worſe matched then to a rich 
widdow; but thou doclt not know what griefes thou 
toyneſt with the gaines; for it the be rich, ſhee will looke 
to gouernez and if ſhe bz poore, then art thou plagued 
bota with beggery and bondage : againe, thy paines will 
be double, in regard of him which marrieth with a maid; 
for thou muſt vnlearne thy widdow,and make her forget 
her former corrupt and diſordered behauiour,the which 
if thou take vpoh thee to doe, thou hadſt even as good 
vndertake to wath a Blackamore whitez for commonly 
widdowes are ſo froward,ſo waſpiih, and ſo tubborne, 
that thou canſt nor wreſt them from their wills, and if 
thou thinke to make her good by ſtripes, thou mult beat 
her to death, One having married with a froward wid- 
dow,1hee called him theete, and many other vnhappy 
names; ſo hee tooke her, and cut the tongue out of her 
head; but ſhe euer afterwards would make the figneof 
the gallowes with her fingers to him. 
. Its ſeldomeor never ſe211c, that a man marrieth with 
a widdhw for her beauty ,nor torher perſonage,but only 
for her wea'tch and richcs; and if ſhe be rich & beaurifull 
withall, then thou matcheſt thy ſeite to a ſhee-Diuell: for 
{he will goe like a Peacocke,and thou like a Woodcockes 
tor ihe wiil hide her money to maintaine her pride : and 
it rhou at any time art delirouz to be merry in her com- 
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pany,the wil ſay thou art merry,becauſe thou haſt gotten 
a wite that is able to maintaine thee, where before thou 
waſt a begger;aud had(t nothing: and if thou ſhew thy 
ſelfe ſad;the will ſay, thou art ſad becauſe thou canſt not 
bury her, thereby to inioy that which {hee hath : if hou 
make prouifion to fare well in thy houſe,ſhe will bid thee 
ſpend that which thou broughteft thy lelfe. 

If thou ſhe thy (elfe ſparing, [hee will ſay thou ſhalt 
not pinch her of that which is her owne; and it thou doe 
any thing contrary to her minde, the will ſay, her other 
husband was more kinde: if thou chanceto dine from 
home, ſhe will bid thee goe ſup with thy barlots abroad : 
ifthou goe abroad and ſpend any thing before thou com. 
meſt home,ſhe will ſay, a begger I tound thee, and a beg- 
ger thou meaneſt to leaue mee: # thou ſtay alwaies at 
home, ſhe will ſay thou art happy that haſt gotten a wife 
that is able to maintaine thee idle : it thou carue her the 
beſt morſell on the table, though thetake it, yer ſhe will 
take it ſcornefully,and ſay,{he had a husband that would 
let her cut where ihe liked her ſelfe. 

And ifthou come in wel-diſpoſed,thinking to be mer- 

and intreating her with faire words, thee will call thee 

iſembling hypocrits,ſaying thou ſpeakeft me faire with 
thy tongue but thy heart is on thy minions abroad, Loe 
theſeare the franticke trickes of froward widdowes,they 
are neither well full nor faſting, they will neither goe to 
Churchnor ftay at home, I meane in regard of their im- 
patient mindes ? for a man ſhall never be quiet in her 
fight, nor out of her (ight:for if chou be in her (ight, [hee 
will vexe thee as before ſaid; & out of her ſight thy owne 
conſcience wil torment and trouble thy minde to thinke 
on 
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on the purgatory which p 
when thou commeſt home. 
She will make Clubs trumpe when thou haſt neuer a 
blacke card in thy hand, far with her cruell rongue thee 
will ring thee ſuch a peale,that one would thinke the Di» 
uell were come from Hell: belides this, thou ſhalt haue a 
brended (lut,likea Hell-hagge, with a paire of papes like 
a paire of dung-pots, ſhall bring in thy dinner, for thy 
widdow will not truſt thee with a wench that is handſome 
in thy houſe:nowif that vpon iuſt occalion thou throwelſt 
the platters ar thy maides head, ſeeing thy meat brought 
in by ſuch a ſlut, and fo (luttiſhly dreit,then will thy wid- 
dow take pepper in the noſe, and ſtampe and ftare, and 
looke {o ſowre, as it ſhe had come but euen then from 
eating of Crabs;laying,lt thou haddeſt not married with 
me, thou wouldeft haue beene.glad of the worlt morſell 
that is here : then thou againe replying, ſayeſt, If I had 
not beene. ſo mad, the Diuell himſelte would not haue 


had thee and then without cauſe chou blameſt her of 


old age, and of iealoutie, and for hiding her money, and 
for conuaying away her goods which thou haſt bought 
with the diſpleaſure of chy triends, and diſcredit ro thy 
ſelfe, in regard of her yeares; then againe, [he on the 0+ 
ther ſide runneth out to her neighbours, and there ſhee 
thundcreth out a thouſand iniuries that thou doeſt her, 
ſaying, my Corne he ſendeth to the Market,and my Cat- 
tell ro the Fayre; and looke what he openly findeth, hee 
taketh by force, and whar I hide ſecretly, he priuily ſtea- 
leth ir away, and playeth away all her money at dice. Loe 
thus he conſumeth my lubſtagce,and yer hateth my per- 
ſon: no longer then I feede him with money,can I enioy 
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zis company, now he hath thatheTought for, he gineth 
me tiorhuny elſe bur froward anfweres;-and faule viage; 
and yet, God knowes, of-pure tbucT marricd him with 
nothing, but now his illhuibandty is like to bring to ru- 
me both me and my children: butnow all this while the 
doth not torget to tell of her owne good huſwifry, ſay- 
ing, lit working all day at 'my needle, or at my diftaffe, 
and helike an vnthriſt, and a whoremonger, runneth at 
randome: thus they are alwaies ſtretching their debate 
vpon the racke of vengeance. 

- -Lochereis 2 life, bur itis as weariſome as hell : for if 
you kille in the __ being friends, yetere noone 
ready to throw the houſe out at the window. The Pa- 
pilts afhrme,thac Heaven is wonne by Purgatorie, but in 
my minde a man {hali never come into.a worſe Purgato- 
ric, then to:be matched with a froward widdow; Hee 
that matcherhubiimſelite roar widaow and three children; 
matcheth himlſeife ro foure theeues, One having married 
with a widdow, it was his lucke to bury her, but not be- 
fore.he was ſore vexed with her, for afterwards hee lying 
on his death-bed;, his fricads exhorted-him to pray vnta 
God that bis-ſoule might reſt in heauen; and bee asked 
themrhis queſtion;wherher (faid he) doe-you tninke my 
wite is. pone!anirhey ſaid vnto him, no doubt: but. that 
your wite is gone ro-Heauen before you : he replyed, I 
care not whcrher 1 goe, ſo i goe not where my wite is,tor 
feare [ meete with her, and be vexed with her as I haue 
b2ene heretofore. 

Another having married with a widdow, being one 
day ata Sermon, heard ehe-Preacher fay, whoſocuer will 
be laued, ler him take vp his crofle and folloiy me; ans 
| " ma 
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mad fellow after Sermon-was ended,tooke his wife vpon - © 


his backe,and came to the Preacher, and ſaid, here is my 
croile, I am ready to follow thee whether thou wir. 
Another.hauing married with a widdow which {hew- 
ed her (eifelikea Saint abroad, bur a Diuel! ar home ; a 
friend of her huſbands told him, that he had gotten him 
a good, ſtill, and quiezwite : yea marry quoth themar- 
ried man, you fee my {hoveis faire and new,bur yer you 
know notwhere it pincherh me. > 
Another merry companion hauing married: with a 
widdow,and carrying her over the Sea into Fraxce;there 
fodainely aroſe a great torme,in ſo much that they were: 
all indanger of drowning ; the Malter of theſhip called 
vato the marricers, andhgdghem tate and throw ouer- 
board all the heawieſt go e (hip;this married man 
hearing him ſay fo, he tooke his widdow, and threw her 
oner-board;and being askedthe reaſon why he did ſo,he 


Aeid, that he never fel any thing in all his lite that was ſo 


heauy to him as ſhe had beene, 

Another having married with a widdow, and. within 
a while after they were married, {hee went. our into the 
garden,and there finding her huſbands {hirt hang cloſe 
»n the hedge by her mayees ſmocke, [he went preſently 
& hanged her (elfe vpon a iealous conceit that the took, 
an{ a merry feilow asking the cauſe why the hanged her 
ſeif.and being told thar ic was for icatbulie: I would faid 
hertharail trees did beare ſuch fruit. 

Thougmilt thinke that 1 haue ſpoken enough concer- 
ning widdowes ; but the {urther I runne aftgs them, the 
furthir-I am from them; tor they are th fomme of the 
ſeauendcadly finnes, the Ficnds of Sarhlh-ind the 8ates 
of 
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* of Hell Nowmsg 62h Ky ER _ vnto:methar 
Tſhouiq ve coldt&th ina ſooner, for tooflare: 
commeth megicine*lHepheparieit yas”. - too 
l merh.conutlell. when it is pat rem ur it Is 
late then neuer, forit may.be:a warni 5to make 


+ dog Imake (© lon e of ſo little corne ? 
eeidg the carne is bad, my harveſt thall ceaſe, for fo long 
- women doc ill,they muſt nor thinketo be well ſpoken 
:;ot;fyou weld bewell reportedof,or kept likethe Roſe 
. ;, when ithath loſt the colour; then youſhould ſmell ſweer 
inthe bud;as the Roſe dothzor if you would be rafted for /* 
olde wine,you {houldbe ſweerar rhe firſt, like a MY 4 
Grape, then ſhould you &d for your cou F 
and comforted for your fo (hould you bepr BY _ 
ned likethe ſiweer Raſk, and elteemed of as pleaſant wine. . 
But to what purpoſe eabout to inſtru6t 5 youy.. 
knowing: that fechi cotmiell the diue]! can. never Aw - 
men@him of his cuill ? ; 
Ando praying thoſe which hane already made cheir-' 
and feene the trqubles,and felt the torments thar”” 
are with wofffemtoagke it merrily,and to eſtceme of this 
Booke onely asthe ares 4nigit head, «. 
Noe woulq not hate women murmur againſt me i 
5 tharl have notwricteti more bitterly men z fp#ir 
is 4 very hard winter-hen one I cab anoer, 
and ir is alſo an #1] bird that defilerffher gwng det 5: 
and a molt Vnkitndepartfor.onc it 
t0- you i of anorhex. 
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p fe 328.2. 37 F the Author of this Arragn- 
1) [CSF ment, had performed his dil- 
courſeeither anſwerableto the 


Title, or the Arguments of 
the Chapters ; hee had beene 
ſo farre off from being anſwe- 

Gy & red by me, that I (hould haue 
commended ſo good a labour, which is imployed to 
q giue viceiuſt reproofe,and vertue honourable report, 


in hand prouoketh me vnto. 

l am not onely proucked by this Authour to de- 
fend women, but I am more violently vrgedto detend 
divine Maieſtis, in the worke of his Creation, .F 
whic 


